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OU cannot expect to reap a harvest of informa- 

ti on concerning church and Sunday-school equip- 

ment and accessories, such as is offered each week 

in T..e Sunday School Times, without consistently 

sowing the good seeds of habitually reading the 

advertising columns. Why not begin with this 
issue of the Times? 




















The Mark 
By Elzoe Prindle Stead 


He causeth all... to receive a mark in their right hand, or in 
their foreheads : and that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark. — Revelation 13: 16, 17. 


es," that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.— Matthew 


¢¢ A ND hast thou aught to sell today? ”’ 
“Aye, sir, a load of produce from my land.’’ 
« The top-notch price I offer thee — but hold; 
I see no mark in brow or hand. 
Thou mayest not sell.” 


. 
‘¢ Not sell? What strange, new thing is this? 
No mark? What mark? I do not understand.”’ 
“Hast thou not heard the Emperor’s edict? 
* My mark in forehead or in hand 
To buy or sell.’ 


« But stretch aloft thy hand and swear, 
Swear allegiance—’tis his due—bow thy knee; 
And I his seal will fix on forehead bare 
Or good right hand; and so with thee 
All will be well.” 


‘To him? Not so. One Lord have I.” 
«Tush, man, be wise, receive the mark and live,— 
Live well, perchance some sect of honor fill. 
Surely ’twere madness not to give.” 
«One Lord have I.” 


Done to death—both he and his. 
Stench of blood and souls beneath the altar cry. 
In righteous wrath He that was and is 
Descends, and with him the avenged. 
Wrouldst thou so choose ? 





How hopeful should they be who leave out God? 
Many in the world today who leave him out are ex- 
ceedingly hopeful, forgetting that God’s Word brings 
together the two facts, “having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” Newspapers are filled with en- 
thusiastic accounts of great plans and movements and 
discoveries which, we are told, are going to do away 
with certain troubles entirely. But these plans leave 
out God, and attempt to deal with troubles that are 


-sinner? Many th 


caused by sin. News articles in:.adjoining columns 
in a metropolitan. daily recently told’ of the plans. of 
Jews to put-an end to anti-Semitism, and plans of 
physicians to put an end to disease. A conference on 
Jewish rights will meet at Zurich, Switzerland, in Au- 
gust. Prominent Jewish judges and lawyers and 
rabbis will assemble, to prevent “excesses against Jew- 
ish communities in Eastern and Central Europe.” This 
is a worthy purpose to end a conspicuous wrong; but 
it cannot be ended while the Jews reject Christ as 
their Messiah, King, and Saviour. The other article 
tells of the cqnclusions of a noted sociologist, Edward 
Alsworth Ross, ‘writing in the Century Maguaine for 
August; and telling of his world-wide survey of cur- 
rent activities in medicine and hygiene. Speaking of 
diseases; Dr. Ross says: “Already most of these 
furies are chained and the prospect is bright that 
within a lifetime all the chief mass-slayers will be 
laid low.” But disease is the working of death in 
the human body, and death is the wages of sin, and 
only Christ can deal finally with sin. The world-wide 
epidemic of flu in 1918, which destroyed more lives 
than were lost in the World War, showed the help- 
lessness of the best modern medical skill against dis- 
ease. Some old diseases are on the increase rather 
than decrease; and new diseases are appearing. Only 
blind optimism looks for real’ and permanent relief 
from any other direction than God himself. When 
Christ comes again to reign, anti-Semitism will have 
been forever ended, because the Jews will have ac- 
cepted their Messiah; and disease will have been di- 
minished or conquered when “the earth shall be full 


~e€ the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 


sea” (Isa. 11:9). 


/ oe 
Does Repentance Save? 


Do tears of sorrow for sin open Heaven to the 

; fic they do: that true repentance is 
all that is needed fer’salvation. An illustration sub- 
mitted to The Sunday School Times’ “Illustration 
Round-Table” for the lesson in this issue, on David's 
repentance, shows a mistake we should guard against 
in teaching this lesson. It tells of a Peri, banished 
.from Heaven, who wished to return, “Hearing that 


she might re-enter on bringing with her the gift dear- 
est to Heaven, she searched everywhere for some rare 
thing. She brought the last life-blood of a hero, dy- 
ing for liberty; and next, the last sigh of a dying lover 
— but neithér moved Heaven’s gates. At last the Peri 
found a wretched criminal, weeping tears of true 
contrition, and bore these tears to the gates, which 
now flew open, admitting her to the bliss within.” 
That imaginary incident seems to convey a true les- 
son, but it is false. The only thing that has ever 
opened the gates of Heaven to a sinner is the shed 
blood of Christ. Christ’s death as the sinner’s Sub- 
= is the only way Home. The Lord himself 
said: “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved” (John 10:9). The sinner’s accept- 
ance of the crucified and risen Saviour, by faith, is 
tke sinner’s only salvation. This faith must include 
repentance; but repentance without a Saviour could 
never avail. 


sx 


How God Is Glorified 


Can human beings bring glory to God? It seems 
incredible, but his Word says we can. How shall we 
go about it? By trusting him to keep his promises 
to us. God’s promises come to us and are kept to us 
through Christ... There is no uncertainty or wavering 
in anything thus promised to us. “For the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ,” says Paul, “was not yea and nay, 
but in him was yea.” Then Paul by inspiration tells 
us how to bring glory to God, as he continues: ‘For 
all the promises of God in him [Christ] are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 Cor. 
1:20). God makes many promises to us through 
Christ. God will keep them every one, with the 
inviolability of his own “yea” and his own “Amen.” 
As these promises are fulfilled to us through Christ, 
by our faith in his faithfulness, or rather by his faith- 
fulness creating and sustaining our faith, they are 
“unto the glory of God by us.” So the only way we 
can bring glory to God is to trust him to keep his 
promises to us. He does it all. There is not much 
glory to us in all this, except as Christ gives us his 
own glory; but there is wonderful glory to our wonder- 
ful God and Saviour. 


*Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled’ 


earthly life. The Supper was ended. The feet of 

the disciples had been washed. Judas had received 
the sop and had gone out into the night to complete 
his awful bargain. The “hour” had come when the 
Saviour must depart out of this world by way of the 
cross. And in the hearts of those who loved him and 
had followed him there was a nameless dread at. the 
prospect of separation. The Lord Jesus knew it was 
there, as he knows all things, (Thank God for a 
Christ who knows all our doubts and dreads!) And 
because. he knew, he- gave utterance to blessed words 
which for eighteen hundred years have been a never- 
failing source of comfort to troubled hearts. ‘When 
the skies have been black above us, when human help 
has failed, when hopes are dashed to the ground, when 
great sorrow has overtaken us, when we have needed 
some special word from the lips of him who alone is 
able to speak peace to the troubled heart, then the 
redeemed have come to the words of this Scripture. 
They have never failed us in the hour of need; they 
have always ministered to our comfort. 

There is a Tender Command in the first verse. “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.” word “believe” in Scripture always 
contains the element of trust, and this element seems 
to predominate here. It might be read so, “Ye trust in 
God, trust also in me.” 

Now what is it that often troubles the heart in the 
hour of separation and bereavement? Is it not the 
subtle suggestion that perhaps, after all, our hope of 
Heaven may be but a beautiful fancy; that. resurrec- 
tion of the body and eternal life may be only a dream 
of the human imagination? And how shali the Chris- 


|: WAS that last memorable evening of our Lord’s 








tian meet such a suggestion? The answer of our 
Lord is, “Trust me.” This is the divine remedy for 
every troubled spirit. 

We live in what seems to be a precarious world. 
In human life the most conspicuous and impressive 
things seem to be the most terrible things. Sin, dis- 
ease, pain, sorrow, death,—these are the things that 
produce the “troubled heart.” And there seem to be 
no favorites. Pestilence and the convulsions of nature 
seem to be no respecters of persons. Certainly death is 
not. In the presence of such things, the perplexity of 
mind and heart becomes unbearable to the thoughtful 
man. The cry of our groaning world is an interroga- 
tion. Why? Now our Lord did answer some of the 
world’s inteliectual. problems in a way entirely satis- 
factory to those who know him, but there is something 
still better that came from his lips. It was this word, 
“Trust me.” As it was with his disciples, so it is with 
us today. There are many things, no doubt, that he 
has yet to say unto us. But we cannot bear them now. 
Some day we shall know even as we.are known. In 
the meantime it is our wisdom to trust him, to say 
with Job, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 
This is his command for us. : 

It is worthy of note that Christ spoke this tender- 
command to only eleven of his disciples. There had 
been twelve men with him at that last supper. But 
one of these, Judas, was not a true disciple and never 
had been. It was not until Judas had: gone out from 
the company that the Lord turned to the remaining 
eleven and said, “Let not your heart be troubled.” He 
could not have spoken ‘these words to the betrayer. 
There could be no peace for the heart of such. The 
disasters of human existence must inevitably trouble 
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the hearts of those who do not trust in Christ. “The 
wicked are like the troubled sea ... it cannot rest.” 
‘Lhere is no word of comfort for them, For them is 
appointed the “troubled heart” forever. 

‘Lhe Christian will never forget that it was the Lord 
Jesus Christ who made it possible for us to face the 
“last enemy” without a troubled heart. Said Isaiah, 
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows.” How true that is! The beloved disciple 
has told us that, as the Lord sat at the last supper, he 
“was troubled in spirit.” Not that he feared physical 
death, but he was troubled at the thought of being 
betrayed by one of his own company, by one who had 
been treated with loving condescension even to the 
extent of stooping down to wash his feet. And he was 
sensing the awful burden of world sin which he must 
soon bear upon the cross. Yet at the very moment 
when his own heart was sorely troubled he turns to 
his own and says, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 
Oh, what a Saviour we have! His great heart was 
troubled that our hearts might never be troubled. In 
the darkest hour the saved can find reason to lift up 
their heads and praise God for the cross, and for the 
Lord who died upon it. ~ 

The second verse contains a Gracious Revelation. 
“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 

lace for you.” Surely these are good words. The 
“ather, Christ’s Father, has a “house.” And the Greek 
word here means far more than a mere building. It 
includes the building and all there is in it, the Toe 
and the household. There is but one word in the 
English language that seems adequately to express the 
thought of our Lord; it is the word “home.” Let us 
read it thus, “In my Father’s home are many mansions.” 
Onty those who have had a home can know what this 
word suggests. What memories it brings back! And 
this is the great miracle of Heaven, that it will be 
a an eternal home, the Father’s home, and our 

ome. 

There are many “mansions” in this home of the 
Father. Wonderful “abiding places” they must be. 
The everlasting Father of our spirits would have no 
mean home. And yet it seems that our Lord felt that 
these were not quite appropriate for those who trusted 
him, but he must go and prepare a place for them. 
Such is the heart of our Saviour. And it should give 
us confidence to know that the Christian does not 
wander out into eternity toward an unknown destina- 
tion. He goes to a place prepared by the Lord of glory 
in the eternal home of his Father. 

The last verse holds out a Blessed Promise. “And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” There is nothing more certain than 
that Jesus did go, and there is nothing more certain 
than that he will come again. If I go, he says, I will 
come. If the going was certain, so also is the com- 
ing. And that will be a glorious day when “the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven ... and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are 
alive shall be caught up together with them .. . 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” Nor ‘is the 
day of his coming necessarily an event far distant in 
the future. He may come today, and if not today, 
then perhaps tomorrow. For the Christian there is 
always the blessed immediate -possibility of being 
reunited with loved ones who have gone on before, and 
this without ever passing through the valley of the 
shadow. It is peculiarly in the hour of separation that 
the believer feels the Lord’s Coming to be just what 
the Scripture claims for it —“that blessed hope.” 

But until he comes, what of those who fall asleep? 
Must they wait’ for his coming before beirig received 
into his glorious presence? The answer is~No. Let the 
first Christian martyr answer as he bows his head 
beneath the cruel stones and prays, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” Let Paul answer as he declares that “to 
be absent from the body” is “to be at home with the 
Lord.” Let the Lord himself answer in his word to 
the dying thief, “To day shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.” There is no uncertainty here. Even before 
he comes Christ does receive his own, in order that, 
where he is, there they may be also. 

There is one more important thing to be noticed, and 
we are likely to miss it because we are so accustomed 
to quote the first three verses of John 14 —_ from 
what follows immediately in the chapter. hen Jesus 
had finished speaking of his return to the Father’s 
house, he turned to his disciples and said, “Whither I 
go ye know, and the way ye know.” At this, one of 
them, Thomas by name, protested, “Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?” 
One can almost feel the wunutterable longing in the 
voice of this disciple. “Lord, you have told us about 
the Father’s house and its blessed mansions. But 
where is it? And how. can we get there? Tell us 
the way!” And now in answer there comes from the 
lips of Jesus a revelation that includes everything in 
Christianity: “J am the way . .. no man cometh 
unto the Father, but by me.” 

Our Lord Jesus is the way, the way to the Father, the 
way to the Father’s house. And there is no other way. 
Until we have learned this, we know nothing about 
Christianity. The greatest tragedy of human existence 
is not death. But to miss the way to the Father’s 
house this is the supreme tragedy. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The Sunday School Times’ New Offices 


Its new address, after August 18, is Heid Building, 
323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 


FTER having owned and occupied for forty-two 

years the building at 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, The Sunday School Times is this month 
moving to new quarters. It has let Jefferson Medical 
Colege acquire the Walnut Street property, as part 
of the logical and necessary expansion of both Jef- 
ferson College and Hospital, these institutions now 
occupying the greater part of the city block where the 
Times office has stood. The sale of the property to 
Jetferson was made early this year. 

It was in the autumn of 1885, ten years after H. 
Clay Trumbull .and his son-in-law John D. Wattles 
had come from Hartford, Conn., to Philadelphia to 
undertake the,editing and publishing of The Sunday 
School Times (at the invitation of John Wanamaker, 
who then owned the paper) that the four-story resi- 
dence building at 1031 Walnut Street became its home. 
The paper was founded in 1859 by the American Sun- 
day School Union. Previous to 1885 its offices had 
been at 725 Chestnut Street, and earlier than that at 
610 Chestnut Street. 

The Sunday School Times Company has now taken 
the sixth floor of a modern building, completed only 
in June of this year, where it will have more space 
than it has had in the four floors of the old building, 
and much better light and air and accommodations. 
With the exception of its printing press, which will 
be in the basement of the new building,— in a much 
better press room than formerly, —all the offices and 
departments of the Company will be on one floor, this 
having many advantages over the former plan of de- 
partments being separated by two and three floors. 
The new move has the advantage, also, of providing 
on the same floor offices for the Religious Press As- 
sociation (formerly in the. Witherspoon Building) 
which handles the advertising of The Sunday School 
Times; and for the Belgian Gospel Mission, which, 
founded and directed by Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Nor- 
ton, began as The Sunday School Times’ evangelistic 
work overseas during the war, and of which the Edi- 
tor, Charles G. Trumbull, has been privileged to serve 
as Treasurer from the start. 

The new building is the same distance from Broad 
Street Station, the terminal of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road, as the old building. It is about a ten-minute 
walk from that station, and the same distance from 
the terminal of the Reading Railway. Hence it is 
easy of access to members of The Sunday School 
Times Family coming to Philadelphia or passing 
through, and a hearty welcome to visit the Times’ new 
home is extended to. all. 

Will you not ask for God’s special blessing upon 
this new move, which was made only after earnest 
and prolonged seeking of His will in prayer? The 
Monday prayer-meetings, from 1 to 1.30, which were 
begun in the spring of the year of the late Dr. Trum- 
bull’s death, 1903, will of course be continued, and 
visitors are always welcome at these. Daily prayer 
groups of members of different departments are held 
from 12.45 to 1 (except Saturdays, when the offices 
close at noon). The Sunday School Times staff will 
be grateful to. have ite readers remember the paper 
and its ministry at these times, in prayer. Let us 
unite in asking God Ahat a great spiritual advance may. 
be made in the ministry and stewardship of the paper, 
with thanksgiving for his manifold mercies during 
these many years, and for his goodness in providing 
the new home, 
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Has Seventy Years Ever Been 
the Span of Life? 


In Psalm 90:10 the statement is made that “The 
days of our years are threescore years and ten; and 
if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet 
is their strength labour and sorrow.” How do you 
who take the Bible as inspired reconcile such a state- 
ment as this with the fact that never in the history 
of the world, according to the ages given in the Bible 
itself and in subsequent statistics, has the term of hu- 
man life averaged seventy years with an approximate 
limit of eighty years? How also do you reconcile the 
statement in the same passage that if a man lives to 
be eighty his strength brings him only “labour and 
sorrow” with so many places in the Scripture that give 
the impression that Balaam seems to have had when he 
said, “Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
my last end be like his’? (Num. 23:10.)}—A Kansas 
Collegian. 


This passage, Psalm 90: 10, has’ been generally mis- 
understood for many decades, as the writings of com- 
mentators will quickly show. The inscription over 
the Psalm says that Moses is its writer, but this has 
been denied even by some of the most orthodox teach- 
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ers because of the statement that the span of life is 
only seventy to eighty years, while the Word else- 
where distinctly states that he and his two principal 
associates lived to be well over a century old (Déut. 
37:7; Num. 33:39; Josh. 24:29). But to attribute 
this Psalm to a later writer does not greatly simplify 
matters, for in the apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus 
(18:9), written shortly before the beginning of ‘the 
Christian era, the limit of human life is placed at 
one hundred years. Nor can the passage in Psalm 90 
refer to modern times, for the average life today is 
about fifty-five years, while in America alone there are 
—_ to be 4,200 people who are over a hundred years 
old. ‘weak 

But the statement of Moses readily explains itself 
when it fs studied in its right setting. Moses was 
necessarily in the wilderness when he wrote the Nineti- 
eth Psalm; and all of the people around him, who 
were adults when they left Egypt, except two, were 
doomed to die before the: wilderness. journey was 
over, because of the curse that their disobedience. had , 
brought upon them. Moses in this Psalm .is talking 
these depressing conditions over with God; he. com- 
ments on the fact that all of their days are passed 
away in God’s wrath-and that the people are dying 
shockingly early, at threescore years: and ten or 
possibly fourscore, because of God’s anger. Moses, 
obviously, is speaking oniy of the condemned. Israel- 
ites in the wilderness, and his statement concerning 
the am of life does not refer to any other time or 

The Scriptures bid us “Mark the perfect-man, and 
behold the upright: for the end of that man-is peace” 
(Psa. 37:37). “Labour and sorrow” are, indeed, as- 
signed to all men, but it is only those who fail to live 
the victorious life of faith whose joy and peace of 
mind are forfeited either in youth or in old age. 
Moses pleaded with Ged to hasten the time. when the 
curse of premature death should be removed; and to 
teach the Israelites so to number their days that they 
might apply their hearts unto wisdom, and rejoice and 
be glad al! their days. 
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Will All Jews Be Saved 
at Christ’s Coming? 


You have helped me so much and so often in the past 
without my asking you that I am going to ask for 
your advice in a present problem. 

. Is it actually stated in the Word of God that every. 
Jew living at our Lord’s return will be converted and 
become a missionary like Paul? My object in asking 
is a practical ‘one. 

We have put aside in the bank a sum for the chil- 
dren’s education, and my husband carries a life in- 
surance policy; but, as both children are trusting 
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, if He returns 
during our lifetime they are not going to need that 
money. We are missionaries, so of course it is but a 
small sum, but as it belongs to the Lord I hate the 
thought of its ever falling into the hands of the: enemy. 
Would it be for the glory of God to make a will stating 
that in the event of our Lord returning during eur 
lifetime the money is to be given to (the name 
of one of the prominent Hebrews in our city)? Have 
we definite Scriptural authority for believing that thus 
it would be used in the Lord’s service? 

With grateful thanks for the blessing the Times brings 
with it évery week.—A missionary in South America. 


It is not stated in the Word of God that every 
Jew living at the time of our Lord’s return will be 
converted and become a missionary like Paul. Be- 
fore the kingdom is actually set up there is to be 
a judgment of Israel, in which the rebels will be 
sifted out and prevented from entering into the land 
of Israel. The Scripture regarding this judgment is 
in Ezekiel 20: 33-38, which reads: 

“As I live, saith the Lord God, surely with a mighty 
hand, and with a stretched out arm, and with fury 
poured out, will I rule over you: 

“And I will bring you out from. the people, and 
will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are 
scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched 
out arm, and with fury poured out. 

“And I will bring you into the wilderness of the 
people, and there will I plead with you face to face. 

“Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wilder- 
ness of the land of Egypt, so will I plead with, you, 
saith the Lord God. ie 

“And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I 
I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: 

“And I will purge out from among you the rebels, 
and them that transgress against me: I will bring 
them forth out of the country. where they sojourn, and 
they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye 
shall know that I am the Lord.” : 

It is true that in the kingdom at the beginning of 
the millennial reign of our Lord all the Israelites in- 
cluded therein will be saved. 





“Every one_of them published to meet real needs” 
— describes The Sunday School Times’ books. A 
catalogue on request. 
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|. Did Feng Put Second Things First ? 


Why many earnest Christian friends think he has made 


By A. Gordon Melvin, Pfi.D. 














ically following the career of Marshal Feng Yu- 
hsiang through the crowded incidents of- the last 
> few years are having increasing cause for apprehen- 
sion. News. is most unusually scarce in these days, 
for Feng is‘in an isolated position in the westetn in- 
terior of China, and communications are worse than 
they have_been-since the advent of the modern postal 
system. The political and social chaos in which China 
finds herself today has never been equaled in her mod- 
ern history, if in her ancient.. The situation has be- 
come so complex that there is no possibility of ex- 
plaining it simply, or of understanding what is go- 
ing on. 

It is quite safe to say that no one in the world 
knows what is going to happen in China. People 
living in one. section cannot know what is going on 
in another. Newspapers and all sources of news are 
censored, and propaganda takes the place of news. 
Railways are interrupted far and wide; shipping is 
disabled; the mails are in chaos. Rumor is rife, and 
facts are deliberately distorted. Telegrams are de- 
livered days after their usefulness has passed, or not 
at all. Foreign cables cannot be sent from some in- 
terior ports. Numbers of people have received no 
mail of any kind from anywhere for over a month. 
Of -all the numerous aspirants to power in China to- 
day there is not a single one with power to enforce 


"Tie whio have been hopefully and sympathet- 


anything but a limited local control. While the leaders. 


are at odds with one another and with the rest of the 
world, the elements of disorder are active. 


The Shortage of Reliable News 


Consequently there is much- less news of Marshal 
Feng and his army than might be expected, and such 
as is available to those on the watch is well com- 
pounded with rumor. -The~only check to be placed 
on news is the evaluation of its’source. Newspapers 
are utterly upgeliable. It is important to realize this, 


for during the last few months it has often been. 


statéd ‘in-foreign newspapers in China that Feng is 
“Red,” that he is in the pay of Russia, and that he 
has abandoned Christianity. Paragraphs such as the 
following are common: , 
“The subversion of teachers, students, and discon- 


tented laborers, together with the organization of the _ 


purchaseable, semi-criminal riffraff, has been the first 
method of Soviet approach in China. The second has 
been the purchase of militarists, in north and south, 
through unlimited supplies of money, munitions, mili- 
tary equipment, propaganda - material, and expert 
trainers and organizers. ’ 

“In this fashion, hold was got upon Feng Yu-hsiang, 
the now notorious ‘Ghristian General,’ his armies, and 
his territory in the north.” 

Again: “The most definite proof, perhaps, of the 
anti-foreign rather than anti-Christian motives behind 
the persecution of the Christian missionaries, is the 
srowing hostility to foreign missionaries shown by 

eneral Feng -Yu-hsiang, the ‘Christian General,’ and 
his many Christian subordinates toward missionaries 
in Shensi and Kansu, where their position has re- 
cently become untenable and from which provinces 
many have already been evacuated. General Feng, 
after a long sojourn in Moscow, has returned to China 
imbued with the bitterest anti-foreignism, utterly for- 
getful of the enormous support the Christian missions 
have. given him throughout his career.” : 

Strange to say, a large part ofthe reading public 
continues to be taken in by every adverse report con- 
cerning Marshal Feng. An interesting example of 
this is to be found in the latest report in the Shang- 
hai papers, which links Feng with the extremist ele- 
ments of the left wing of the Kuomintang. For two 
or three months it has been becoming increasingly 
clear that the Communist party. has been obtaining 
control of the two provinces of Hunan and Hupeh. 
Gradually it has obtained domination of the so-called 
Nationalist government at Wuchang and Hankow. Its 
arrogance has recently culminated in the dismissal, in 
the name of the Central Executive Committee at Han- 
kow, of the Kuomintang generalissimo, Chiang Kai- 
shih, the leader of the military expeditions that gained 
for the Central Executive Committee ‘the very terri- 
tory in which they now hold forth. Chiang, however, 
has made a move to rally about him the non-commun- 
istic, conservative elements of the Kuomintang. In 
this extremely healthy move one would immediately 
look for a closer alliance between Feng and Chiang, 
and a possible uniting of all the great conservative 
forces in China against the extreme element stimulated 
and controlled by Russia. It is at this point that the 
newspapers report that the so-called Nationalist gov- 
ernment at Hankow, which so glibly dismissed Chiang 
Kai-shih, has appointed Feng Yu-hsiang to succeed 


‘To Dr. Melvin, formerly of Wuchang, China, 
Sunday School Times readers are indebted for a 
number of close glimpses of the troubled situa- 
tion in China, and particularly the “Christian 
General,” Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang. Since this 
latest word from Dr. Melvin, the daily papers 
have been full of reports of a split between the 
Kuomintang or Nationalist party and their Bol- 
shevist advisers. Let Christians everywhere 
continue to pray that God may bring order out 
of chaos and once more give free course to the 
Gospel. Let us continue to pray for Marshal 
Feng, that his clear, u p ising testimony to 
the faith may be restored, and that he may be 
given wisdom in his difficult and perilous place. 











him as commander in chief of the armies. It has been 
startling to observe the naive acceptance of this news, 
even by some missionaries, as though it were the equiv- 
alent of Feng’s having accepted the grandiose appoint- 
ment made by the Communists. 

The unfortunate part of the whole affair seems to 

be that, in spite of the fact that the news concerning 
Feng’s defection from the conservative positions is 
undoubtedly exaggerated, nevertheless it seems to be 
not without some foundation in fact. In other words, 
there is reason to believe that Feng Yu-hsiang is no 
longer standing firmly for his conservative Christian 
position. It is with sinking heart that one hears un- 
doubtedly authentic reports to the effect that Feng 
is making the disastrous error of placing first things 
second. Quotations from the letters of missionaries 
who have been living in territory in Kansu controlled 
by Feng and his army are illuminating. . 
. Mr. Fiddler from Ninghsia writes: “General Feng 
was very busy during the three weeks he stayed here. 
I am sorry I did not meet him. We hoped he would 
favor us with a call, but he did not do so... From 
all that we can hear and see he is a real backslider 
now. Mr. Goforth got as far as Pao Tou to join 
Feng’s army as chaplain, but while there Feng let loose 
on him and asked, ‘Why should you British have acted 
so cruelly at Wanhsien?’ and so on. -Mr. Goforth re- 
turned to Peking instead of joining Feng. We heard 
from the missionaries at Patsebolong that Feng was 
a backslider, and did and said some strange things 
while there. I heard Chang Chih-chiang, in a public 
meeting, pray for Feng that he would come back. 
Chang Chih-chiang is a real saint, loves God and his 
Bible, and spends much time in prayer and on the 
Word of God. I never called on him but what he had 
his Bible open on the table, and I have never seen a 
Bible so marked with red and black ink. He says 
that Acts 20:24 is the motto of his life. He does not 
eat meat: I asked him why. He said he wanted to 
follow Daniel, he feels better by not eating meat. He 
seems to have wonderful power in prayer and a great 
faith in God.” ~- 


The Added Doctrine of Revolution 


Writing from Kingchow, Mr. Wallenfelt says: 
“Today Chang Chih-chiang preached ia our church, 
He is very warm indeed. He said, ‘Pray for Feng 
Yu-hsiang.’” . 

Mr. Hagquist writes: “Marshal Feng stayed here 
in Pingliang about a month, and I had several op- 
portunities to speak with him. He was very cordial 
to us, but he never once came to our services. In his 
speeches to the soldiers and the people he said not 
a word about Christ, but was loud in his praises of 
Sun Chung-shan (Sun Yat Sen). On one occasion 
I asked him about his and the army’s attitude toward 
the Gospel. He said it was about the same as it 
used to be, but that the doctrine of ‘revolution’ had 
been added to it! (We have heard practically the 
same things, indirectly, through the Rev. Marcus 
Cheng.) General Chang Chih-chiang, on the other 
hand, is a very warm-hearted Christian. He spoke 
several times in our church and certainly gave a very 
clear Gospel message every time he spoke. Before 
he left for Sian he gave us a donation of two hundred 
dollars toward our church work.” 

It is possible that some of these undoubtedly reliable 
reports may be less hopeful than the actual situation 
warrants. Whether this be so or not, they indicate 
an undoubted change of attitude on Feng’s part, which 
can be explained in the light of an interpretation of 
his present position given to the writer by a Chinese 
gentleman very close to Marshal Feng. From con- 
versation with this gentleman one seems justified in 
making. the following assumptions. 

In spite of the fact that Marshal Feng professed 
to be well informed of the dangers of Russian asso- 


*nificant statement: 


ciations, his sojourn in Russia seems to have had a 
very definite effect upon him. Just what Feng did 
in Russia, whom he came into touch with, and what 
were his experiences there, it is at present impossible 
to say. The inside story of the last six months is 
not yet available. We may be sure that he saw the 
best of the new Russian régime, and from reliable 
reports of recent visitors to Russia, the best in Russia 
today is rather good. Again. it would be wrong to 
forget that, in spite of Feng’s undoubted ability, there 
is no reason to believe that he is in any sense a super- 
man or even a genius any more than are such men as 
Kitchener, Foch, or Pershing. Feng is distinctly a 
studious and an educated man, but his education is in 
no sense a modern Western education. He is a great 
student of Chinese literature and history, and it should 
be clearly realized that he reads no foreign language 


easily, and that for fifteen years or more modern Chi- 


nese magazines, newspapers, and current publications 
have been powerfully influenced by Russian thought, 
and Feng has made no profession nor given any evi- 
dence of being an independent thinker. He has given 
every evidence of being strongly affected by agitation 
against what he believes is foreign oppression and so- 
called imperialism. 

He has shown himself not to be without his share 
of that forgivable but ineffable pride of race, which 
all Chinese seem to possess, a pride so deep-seated 
that it is probably unequaled by any other living peo- 
ple. Thus it may be understood that friendship and 
homage paid to him by Russia would make an impres- 
sion upon him, the agreeableness of which would only 
be more poignant when contrasted with the black pic- 
ture of Russia painted for him by his Christian friends 
in China. Whatever may have been her motives, Rus- 
sia, after the war, did make the supreme gesture of 
returning to pT gro all her concessions and relinquish- 
ing all special privileges in China, while the other 
nations held on tenaciously. This move was peculiarly 
timely and was the one thing, more than anything else, 
to flatter China into placing trust in Russian friend- 
ship. What that friendship is worth and what it 
means, the outside world has known for years; but it 
is only today that China is beginning to suspect. It 
seems fairly clear, however, that during his stay in 
Russia, Feng was distinctly influenced. 


Feng’s Former Strength 


Marshal Feng’s special strength in the past, the one 
thing that has steered him through the intricate en- 
tanglements of Chinese political life and made him 
greater than other men of his rank, has been his 
Christianity. In the past, Christianity has been first 
with Feng, and all things else second. There is now 
real reason to fear that in the present time of stress in 
China he has been subtly tempted to allow Christianity 
to take, perhaps he thinks temporarily, a second place. 
On his return from Russia, in a private conversation 
with one whom he trusts, he made the following sig- 
“Up to the present the strength 
of this army has been due to Christianity. Now, how- 
ever, the time has come for it to draw its strength 
from the three principles of Dr: Sun Yat Sen.” Feng 
seems today to be utterly unaware of the tragic na- 
ture of such a statement. Dr. Sun’s book, “San Min 
Chu I,” has been described as “an elementary treatise 
in economics,” and in spite of its timeliness in China 
today, such is probably the judgment that would be 
passed upon it by an unprejudiced Western scholar. 
It is significant that in spite of the huge amount of 
money spent by the Kuomintang in propaganda the 
book has never been translated into English. In the 
light of this undoubtedly authentic statement made by 
Feng, it is easy to understand the discouraging re- 
ports qucted above. This seems to be the key thought 
which explains Feng’s present outlook. 

Another factor that would make for confusion of 
doctrine in the army is the introduction of a new out- 
side element into the army. In the past Feng has 
been particularly jealous concerning preachers’ and 
teachers in his army. He has taken great care to avoid 
any outside influence that might damage the Christian 
life of the men under his care. When, however, he 
became a member of the Kuomintang and his armies 
became part of the Nationalist forces, he had to sub- 
mit to the entrance of outside propagandists. The 
Nationalist bureau of propaganda-is so organized that 
it sends a unit out into every branch of the. Nationalist 
forces. This outside group of lecturers and propa- 
gandists, which is working under Russian direction, 
has had entrance into the army and must be given right 
of way. It may easily be understood, therefore, espe- 
cially by those who have lived in China in Nationalist 
territory, that with the propagandists in operation there 

(Concluded on page 486) 
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ing Christianity to the attention of the Chinese 

as never before. Posters everywhere make it 
a central thing in everyday conversation. The con- 
tinued sale of the Scripture in immense quantities is, 
no doubt, partly due to this. Mr. Vale of the China 
Inland Mission gives various instances that are en- 
couraging. , 

‘Two Chinese business men were seen embarking on 
a river steamer bound for Kiukiang. This steamer had 
suffered recently from antichristian rowdies, yet the 
merchants had packages of Christian books and tracts 
in ther luggage. Were they Christians? Not ex- 
actly. They had once been inquirers, but had neg- 
lected church. Then what were they doing with those 
tracts? 

“Oh, we feel that now, when there is so much anti- 
christian propaganda, we Chinese ought to take up 
the work our foreign pastors cannot at present carry 
on. We intend to give or sell the books to our 
customers and to paste up the tracts beside the anti- 
christian posters.” 

Another old Christian, a Cantonese, by trade a 
vendor of lace, has decided for the present to devote 
himself entirely to the selling of Christian books. A 
group of Shanghai Christians are going out preaching 
during the holidays, and taking a banner with the 
antichristian text, “Down~with Christianity.” They 
have added the words, “Can you ‘down’ Christianity ?” 
Around this banner with its modified watchword they 
will hold their meetings. 

Aga‘n, a Christian in a small Honan village, much 
imperiled by robbers, writes to the Religious Tract 
Society for literature to distribute. He “has made up 
his mind to engage in Christian tract distribution, 
since at this time it is so difficult to undertake public 
preaching.” 

The native church is, in many places, being subjected 
to persecution. Pastor Li was kicked into unconscious- 
ness, and carried through the streets in this condition. 
In Yochow, Hunan, Pastor Cheng Tso Chin was 
stoned to death by the rabble when he was putting up 
posters issued by the authorities asking the people to 
protect mission property. He was accused of being an 
“imperialist.” Members of the Farmers’ Trade Union 
committed this murder. The buildings of the United 
Evangelical Mission in Changsha have been looted, 
even to the glass in the windows. Trees on the campus 
of Yale in China have been cut down. Staircases were 
removed from some mission houses in Nanking as a 
part of the loot. Mr. Becker of Yuanchow, Hunan, 
writes me, “Students scribbled on the walls in the city 
such sentiments as, ‘Down with God,’ ‘Cut the feet of 
Jesus,’ ‘Is there a°God who is able to protect the 
Christians? Then we will behead him.” In Wuchow, 
South China, according to the Norsk Missionstidende, 
a Chinese Christian business man was tied to a stake 
in the market place, assaulted until he bled profusely, 
then burned about the legs with firecrackers, and 
finally branded on the cheeks with the words, “The 
foreigners’ slave.” In Ningsyang a tiger was led 
about with a dog through the streets on Christmas 
day. Qn the dog was tied a cross and an inscription, 
“This is Jesus, who was born today.” -At Laitsui, re- 
ports the Evangelisches Missionsmagasin, a group of 
students issued a protest against the building of a 
chapel by Christians who had collected money for that 
end, declaring it better to spend the money for education 
or charity than to run the errands of imperialism in this 
fashion, 


AA te ciestanty propaganda is at least bring- 


A Courageous Christian.— John Knox “never 
feared the face of man,” and the Lord seems to have 
his Knoxes among the Chinese Christians. Mr. Pyke 
of the Methodist mission tells of one such in 
Tachangtzu, a Pastor Li, and calls out to us, “Stir up 
prayer for this man. He is the sort who will have to 
bear the burden of the Kingdom if and when we are 
driven out.” 

“When I took this appointment,” says Pastor Li, “I 
realized that I was taking my life in my hands, as well 
as the life of my wife and two children. I gave them 
into God’s keeping, and he has not failed me for 
guidance since I came here. I have been in many 
situations where a slip would have cost me my free- 
dom, and possibly my life. Twice bandits have caught 
up my son to carry him off, but I have calmed him and 
shamed them. with just the right words. I make it a 
rn'e to pray before undertaking anything, and then go 
straight ahead.” 

The bandits, like swarms of grasshoppers, were 
feeding their animals on the poor terraces which 
vie'ced a ttle grain for the people of the place. Mem- 
bers of Pastor Li’s church were in rags, and their 
wives, stricken with. hunger, were begging to -be sold. 


€ 


Li could endure it no longer, and went to the captain 
of the band with the request that he might be allowed 
to say a few words to the soldiery. 

“In a few moments he sent for me. I persuaded 
two church members to come with me, and between us 
we took 150° Gospels. The men numbered about 130, 
drawn up in two files. Between two and three hun- 
dred villagers stood about, watching the curious sight, 
ready to run at the first sign of trouble. The Lord 
gave me the courage to tell those bandits their sins 
to their faces. I did not mince words. And as I de- 
scribed the miseries of the people the tears came to my 
cyes and ran down my cheeks. I urged them to repent. 
I told them that now that they were going into the 
army they could begin a new life, and that the Lord 
would overlook their wicked past if they forsook 
their wicked ways, but if they persisted in wickedness 
it would be hard for them. I then told them about 
the Gospel doctrine, showed them the Gospels, and 
said that | was going to give one to every man who 
was willing to repent, but fcr no one to take a copy 
unless he meant to change his ways. The church mem- 
hers then passed down the ranks with the books. Not 
a man refused, and when we got through the captain 
asked for a few left over to give to the absentees and 
thanked me fer my address.” The bystanders had 





A National Maori Church 





The Maoris of New Zealand are leaving 
the old churches and forming their own 
racial or national church. Its membership 
is already twenty thousand, to which the 
Church of England has contributed thirteen 
thousand of its members, the Roman 
Catholics four thousand, the Methodists 
fourteen hundred, and the Mormons a 
thousand. The leader of the movement is 
a Maori evangelist named Ratana, evangel- 
ical in his beliefs and emphasizing the power 
of Christ to heal the body as well as to save 
the soul from sin and death. In 1924, Ra- 
tana visited England with some of his fol- 
lowers. 


He seems to be asort of Maori Dowie. 
His cures are remarkable and have brought 
to him a great following. As Dowie, he has 
founded a city and named it after himself. 
Thousands of pilgrims stream to it. A bank, 
too, has been opened, which is drawing to 
itself all the Maori capital and which offers 
a high rate of interest. One hopes that this 
is Not as inauspicious as it seems. 











been listening with astonishment. They shook their 
heads and said, “So this is the kind of pastor who has 
come,” 


Light and Shade in Hunan.—Mr. Witt, a devoted 
missionary of ‘the Liebenzeller Mission in Changsha, 
Hunan, praises the Lord for advance in spite of dark 
days. The number of his outstations, which in 1914 
was fourteen, and in 1924 fifty-eight, rose in 1926 to 
seventy-eight, the Chinese helpers increasing from 
eighty-six to one hundred and twenty-six. But the 
general impoverishment of the country, due to brig- 
andage, civil war, floods, epidemics, and famine, has cut 
down mission income, the hospital intake dropping 
from $3,100 to $625, although the number of treat- 
ments has remained at the fifty thousand level. | 

“The crisis that for a long time we felt was coming, 
and that had been prepared by demonstrations of the 
students, antichristian school laws, and Bolshevik 
propaganda on a large scale, has at last come. At 
the turn of the year we are in the midst of the énemy’s 
assaults. Our helpers are beaten, bound, and paraded 
through the streets.. Christians are threatened with 
death; Bibles are burned; chapels sealed or used for 
profane purposes and covered with shameful placards. 
Our schools are closed and the pupils sent home. 
Efforts are made to prevent Christians from buying 
and selling in the markets. The care of the wounded 
ef the contending armies gives us no little trouble. 


Terrible are the ravages of famine. Wukang was be- 
sieged for seven days by four thousand robbers.” 


Back of All This Misery Stands the Russian 
Bolshevist.—The schools of China, not excepting cer- 
lain mission higher schools, have been centers for 
this agitation. The students have proved to be cat’s- 
paws for Bolshevist ends, Schoolboy agitators, even 
some whose studies have been financed by the missions, 


“have ied in the attack of foreigners. “A committee 


of our station’s high school boys,” writes Dr. Charles 
Ernest Scott, “who stayed on our clean and commo- 
dious school premises all summer to agitate against 
foreigners, added their quota to the flow of anti- 
foreign oratory.” The half-baked studentry gathered 
at the annual Y.M.C.A. conference last summer de- 
manded, and the demand was telegraphed all over 
Vhina, that all mission schools should begin this fall 
to give military training. A curious twist for pacifists! 
It transpires that, through the money and influence of 
the Soviet ambassador Karakhan, secret cadet corps 
had been organized in every part of the country. 
“This explains,” says Dr. Scott, “the surprising 
promptitude and unanimity of expression and co- 
ordination of student action everywhere, on the receipt 
of the shooting in Shanghai on that day.”. It is. in- 
teresting to learn that the governor of Shantung sent 
word to the authorities of Shantung Christian univer- 
sity that any students who gave further trouble would 
be buried alive. So wouid their Chinese elders treat 
these budding patriots. ‘ 

These agitations were stimulated by the visit of “a 
professor of sociology in an American radical theo- 
logical seminary” (Professor Harry Ward of Union 
Theological Seminary, N. Y.). Passing through Rus- 
sia to China, he lectured in the union mission colleges 
on the blessings of Russian Sovietism. “Every facility 
was given him by the university authorities to reach 
all schools possible,” and the imaginations of callow 
students were fired with the glories of the Russian 
utopia. 


Modernist Seminaries and the Missionaries.—The 
Divinity School of the University of Chicago and 
Union Theological Seminary are seeking to leaven the 
foreign mission work of the American churches with 
the type of theology for which they stand, and this is 
the method. According to an advertisement in Mis- 
sions, the missionary organ of American Baptists, 
the Chicago seminary issues a special circular on “Op- 
portunities for Missionary Preparation,” and provides 


‘twenty-five furnished apartments for missionary: fam- 


ilies on furlough at moderate rental. It states that it 
is prepared to train missionaries especially for educa- 
tional work abroad, in other words, to fill up mission 
colleges in China and India and Japan with young 
Modernists. 

The method of Union is similar. It offers five mis- 
sionary scholarships providing $750 a year each, and 
two providing $450 yearly, to missionaries on furlough 
who care to study at Union. These scholarships are 
also open to native Christian young men of especial 
promise and gifts. Beside this it has secured twenty 
apartments for missionaries on furlough in the imme- 
diate neighborhood of the seminary, each with com- 
pletely furnished rooms. One reads in the Missionary 
Herald that two missionary families, the Woolworths 
of Turkey and the Harrisons of Ceylon, are at present 
studying here. Mrs. Harrison writes: “Everything 
is brand new in the flat and completely furnished. The 
beds were made and the dish towels on the rack when 
I arrived. We are enjoying housekeeping and having 
our own little home in such lovely surroundings 
more than I can tell.” The charges are less than one- 
third current rates. Of these Union Seminary scholar- 
ships, four are this year assigned to China, one to 
he one to Turkey, one to Ceylon, and one to 

razil, 


Good News from .a Far Country.—There was a 
Christian conference at Elim, Alaska, the first week 
in April. The participants came in dog teams, fifty- 
two in number, from White Mountain, Chinik, Elim, 
Isaac’s Point, Mouth of Koyuk; Wenwood, Shak- 
tookik, and many other places, some 350 miles away; 
also from “No Man’s Land.” The 175 dogs pulled 
275 people to their destination, but on one team 
there were actually nine people. In some cases the 
weather was good, in others trails were. unfavor- 
able, but all came in good spirits, no moonshine having 
been consumed along the way. “They came expect- 
ing to receive a blessing from God’s Word, and we 
have the assurance that, they received what they came 
for. It is wonderful how the things of God can 
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satisfy and make people glad in Alaska as elsewhere,” 
writes Mr, Ost. 

The buSiness meeting of the Eskimo Christian Mis- 
sion met April.2. This mission carries on Christian 
work through their own native worker on the Lower 
Yukon. He was solemnly consecrated by the laying 
on of hands at the conference of 1919, and has proved 
himselt a faithful servant of Christ ever since. 

It was not dance or racing or feasting that brought™ 
these people together, but the power of God’s Word. 
Here also it has been proved that this still has its 
mighty influence over the human heart. Harry Coxie, 
an Eskimo Christian, spoke on “God’s People and the 
Devil’s People” (1 John 3); Isaac Newlin on “Re: 
pentence” (Matt. 9:13); Walker on Matthew 23: 16; 
Ivanoff on Acts 12:1-17; Jacob Kinnik on “The 
Lord Our God is One God” (Deut. 6: 4, 5) ; Ookoolin 
on Matthew 7:6. All these speakers were Eskimos. 

As one of the results of this conference there is 
a clear understanding of the need of a Bible School 
for native brethren. “We do not want to pile up 
brick and mortar or to start drives for money. But 
we aim to meet with our brethren for a thorough 
grounding in the Holy Scriptures. We do not aim 
to have them come and spend several years in such 
a school, but to begin with two months of intensive 
Bible learning next fall, after which for two months 


_ the brethren will go out and preach the Word as 


they have learned it. 

“As to the place for this school, we have not fixed 
on any definite spot but possibly we can meet at our 
Hot Springs [medical springs near Elim]. The 
brethren partaking must work hard during the sum- 
mer to provide dried fish and other food, as we 
cannot expect to support them wholly in schooltime 
or on their preaching tours. Anyone in sympathy 
with our efforts for the salvation of the Eskimos and 
having the inner conviction to help is welcome to. send 
to L. E. Ost, Missionary at Elim, Alaska.” 

Unalakleet was chosen as the place for the next 
conference. As it is no small item to feed the people 
coming to the conference and their dogs, it was sug- 
gested by brother Ost that dry fish be put away for 
that purpose in the fall after the fish harvest and 
that such stores be held sacred for conference needs. 

The sessions were closed with the singing of “Lord, 
Send the Old Time- Power,” and the benediction. 


The North China Theological Seminary is a much 
larger institution than its little Alaska sister, its cur- 
riculum being “as high as that of any theological 
school in China in which the instruction is entirely 
in Chinese,” but its aims and its plan of work are along 
much the same line.~ Thus, its course is four years 
of five and a half school months each year, which 
gives its students ample time for evangelistic work 
and thus tests their ability to serve the churches. Ac- 
cordingly, on graduation, they are not inexperienced 
novices but men qualified by practical experience as 
well as by educational culture to build up the church. 
It trains pastors and evangelists who will influence 
the churches under their care to reverence the Bible 
as the Word of God and to look to the vicarious 
death of the Redeemer as the only way of salvation. 

This school Was organized because of apostasy in 
the older mission seminaries, and was the result of 
demands by Chinese leaders for a school under the 
control of the Chinese church that should be strictly 
Bible-honoring and conservative in its teachings. It 
has adepted the Chinese dormitory system and mode 
of life to avoid training its men to a semi-foreign 
style of living beyond the ability of the Chinese 
churches to sustain. It is drawing students from a 
wide area, Canton, Korea, Anhwei, Fukien, Kiangsu, 
and Shantung. 


The Sudan Interior Mission sent Mr. Titcombe to 
Egbe seventeen years ago. What a place it was! Ten 
thousand people living without clothing and unfit 
for decent eyes. The dogs on the street set the 
standard for moral behavior. A place of stench, filth 
and immorality, just the place for one of those who 
“would go to the heathen to learn from them as well 
as to teach them,” for there he might indeed learn 
much ! 

Within a year of Mr. Titcombe’s coming the Spirit 
of God began to transform heathen hearts. Twelve 
souls were reborn. “Of these,” writes Mr. Hughes, 
who has recently visited the field, “eleven are today 
in active Christian service. One of them is the teacher 
of the Egbe church, the only one in charge of seven 
hundred believers when the missionary is absent. 
Only one has fallen out and betrayed his Lord, the 
old apostolic proportion.” 

After fourteen months of missionary teaching, the 
whole town began to be stirred. The little mud 
church proved too small to hold the crowds of in- 
terested listeners. Preaching had to be moved out 
under the open sky. Today, the congregation varies 
from eight hundred to a thousand. 

Before 1908, there was an idol in front of every 
house. ‘These are all gone, and Mr. Hughes, on his 
visit, was unable to obtain a single one for a curio. 
Man eating was a common thing in the bad, old days. 
As many as eleven human skulls have been found in 
one idol house. Gone is the practice. The twin was 
feared and hated as a dangerous prodigy, and carried 
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out to the bush to perish. Today, twin babies, as 
single babies, have the right to live. 

The Egbe church has seven hundred members. But 
its evangelism has brought into being forty-two other 
churches in the district, with hundreds of believers. 
Last year these churches gave $1,500 to the work 
of foreign missions, $150 to the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and $80 to the training of evangelists, 
and this in addition to all the expense of their own 
church worship. What Christian giving! For the 
average income of these people is but ten cents a day! 

he Egbe church sent twenty-seven young men to 
the Bible school at Agujin for training, and eighteen 
more are in readiness when their turn shalt come. 
The first graduating class (in June, 1925) consisted 
of four boys who had completed a course of two 
years training in—listen!—Christian doctrine, the 
life of Christ, a chapter summary of the historical 
parts of the Old Testament, Old Testament types, 
exposition and teaching of Acts, Romans, First and 
Second Corinthians and Hebrews. 

These black Christians have an annual conference 
and they come up from their forty-two churches to 
study and worship. Each one carries a Bible and 
hymn book (both in Yoruba), bound in red goatskin 
and tied with a leather strap. Most of the delegates 
can read, am accomplishment that has come with their 
Christian days. Those who yet cannot read carry 
Bibles nevertheless, a pledge and earnest of the time 
when they shall be able to. They sing “Rock of 
Ages” and “What Can Wash Away My Sin” with the 
fervor and power of Southern negroes of the old 
days. They bring their gifts to the Lord when they 
come up to the great days of the feast. This year 
they actually contributed fifty dollars toward the ex- 





Japan’s Leopards 





A thousand brothel keepers came up from 
every prefecture in Japan, on the tenth of 
last September, to demonstrate in the Ichi- 
muraza Theater against the agitation to end 
their nefarious trade. In Liberia, there is a 
heathen negro freemasonry called “The 
Human Leopards,” whose individual mem- 
bers prowl about mission schools to kidnap 
the scholars and eat them. Thousands of 
human leopards in Japan are at work des- 
troying the girlhood of the country. 


The Japan Evangelistic Band report tells 
of a girl who was left motherless at three, 
and was knocked about until she was old 
enough to pass into the life of hell. She 
was promised $10 a month in pay, but never 
once received the money and was passed 
from house to house, being sold to the high- 
est bidder. Each one contributed something 
to her utter ruin and misery. Finally, when she 
was too sick to stand, she was thrown out on 
the street, with nothing but the garments | 
she had on and an old purse with a few 
filthy cigarette cards in it. 

The mission took her in and gave her 
her first Christian instruction. She did 
not live long, but, when she passed away, it 
was with full assurance of entrance into life 
eternal. 











penses of Mr. Bingham, the director of the Sudan 
Interior Mission who had come to the Sudan on a 
mission of inspection. Mr. Bingham turned it back 
to send a native preacher to a new tribe. One boy 
gave his entire savings for the-year to Christian work. 
These are men and women, boys and girls, who 
have come up out of unspeakable vice and unclean- 
ness, and are now setting a new standard of living 
5 thinking to the multitudes of Sudanese about 
em, 


The Great Leader of German Pietism.—The two 
hundredth anniversary of the death of August Her- 
mann Francke, the founder of the orphanages at 
Halle and leader in the revival of religious life in 
the Germany of the early eighteenth century, has 
just been celebrated. Francke had a brilliant mind, 
so that he was ready for the university at fourteen, 
and was university lecturer at Leipzig at twenty-two. 
But his true Christian life began long after his theo- 
logical carter. He was preparing a sermon on John 
20:31, “These are written that ye might believe that 
Jesus.is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believ- 
ing ye might have life through his name.” Then it 
was that it became clear to him that faith was lacking 
to his life and, as he struggled in prayer on his knees, 
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“at a turn of the hand all my doubts vanished and I 
was assured in my heart of the grace of God in Christ 
Jesus. I now could call God my Father, and I was 
overwhelmed with a stream of joy and only desired 
that all men could with me praise the name of God.” 

He became a great Bible g€udent and he. tells us 
how “he paused quietly before every verse of Scrip- 
ture as one lightly shakes a bush for the berries to 
drop off.” His preaching now drew all sorts and con- 
ditions of men for, as he said, “a preacher must be 
like a tree that grows far aloft, yet whose branches 
hang down in such a way that those who cannot 
climb can yet pluck of the fruit from the ground.” 
It was through his efforts that the Cannstein Bible 
Society was instituted, which provided Germany with 
hundreds of thousands of Bibles during the eighteenth 
century. 

In 1695, he found seven gulden in his poor box and 
cried out joyfully, “Now I’ve the capital for an or- 
phan institution.” He began it in his own parsonage, 
but when he died there was a great group of institu- 
tions~ that had grown out of these seven gulden,— 
schools, rest home, home for widows, orphanages, print- 
ing plant. The number of school boys and girls in his 
charge was, in 1727, 2,207, a great army for those 
days. These schools were a model of pedagogical 
theory and educational practice, and were rooted in 
the Bible and Christian life. On the gable of his 
largest building were inscribed the words of Isaiah 
40: 31, “They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
a strength; they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles.” 


A Great Scotch Preacher on the Second Advent. 
—Recent meetings were held in St. Andrew’s Hall, 
Glasgow, at which Dr. F. B. Meyer and Miss Pank- 
hurst were speakers. It is worthy of note that both 
the Moderator of the Church of Scotland and of the 
United Free Church were present, and the latter, Dr. 
George Morrison, .remarked that “the very large 
gathering assembled was a tribute, not only to the 
speakers, but also to the compelling interest in their 
theme. It had been said that the Second Advent of 
the Lord was one of the lost hopes of the church. 
Speaking generally, he was afraid it was all too true 
that though the Second Advent, like some precious 
crystal, remained imbedded in the impregnable rock 
of Holy Scripture, the.moral and spiritual temper 
created by that doctrine, which had done so much to 
animate and energize the early apostolic church, had 
been very largely lost. It was in the hope that, 
through such a meeting, the attention of Christian 
people everywhere might be recalled to what Scrip- 
ture had to say on the great theme, that he had ac- 
cepted the invitation to occupy the chair that night. 
- » . The whole range of Christian doctrine had. its 
moral and spiritual reactions, and it was imperative 
that attention should be recalled to those aspects that 
tended to be ignored. It was because he believed that 
the meeting would redirect thought to a moving and 
majestic theme that he counted it an honor to preside.” 


Notes of Criticism and Archeology.—Professor 
J. Rendel Harris tells us in the Expository Times that 
there has been a great reduction in the estimate of 
the possible influence of Philo on the New Testa- 
ment. “It used to be a common and uncontradicted 
opinion that, in certain writings of the New Testa- 
ment, one must not expect to obtain a correct under- 
standing without allowing a first place to the great 
Alexandrian. Behind the Logos of the New Testa- 
ment there lies another figure, the Sophia of Prov- 
erbs of whom Philo knows next. to nothing, and 
Sophia herself is thought on good grounds to be 
Palestinian and not Alexandrian. Thus at one stroke 
Philo disappears from the Prologue to the Gospel 
of John where he seemed to be most at home.” 

Dr. Reisner’s excavations in Samaria have opened 
up only a small area within the walls of the capital 
city and the future may unearth the tombs of the 
Israelite kings, the temple of Melkarth and the tem- 
ple of Astarte. One thing he did find was the pool 
of Samaria, mentioned in 1 Kings 22:38. This is a 
cement pool, thirty-four feet by seventeen feet, where 
horses were watered and chariots cleaned. It was 
here that Ahab’s chariot and armor were washed by 
his servants, after his wounding and death in the at- 
tack on Ramoth-gilead. 

A sepulchral urn has recently been acquired by the 
Lateran Museum which experts place within the First 
Century after Christ and which bears a monograph 
indicating the name of Christ. This is said to be the 
earliest sculptured inscription containing the name that 
is above every name, This urn also bears the names . 
of Julius Narcissus and his wife Julia Callista, and 
it is compared, by the archeologists, with another in- 
scription of a certain Narcissus to his Julia who was 
liberated from servitude by the empress Agrippina, 
the mother of Nero. It may well be that this Narcissus 
is the one greeted by Paul in the sixteenth chapter of 
Romans. 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


A handy reference catalogue of books for Chris- 
tian workers will be sent you on request by The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadelphia. 








486 * 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 

















Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: but... took upon 
him the form of a servant (Phil 2:6, 7). 


UR Lord thought it not robbery to be equal (isa) 

with God. “Therefore the Jews sought the more 
to kill him, because he .. . said also that God was his 
Father, making himself equal [ison] with God” (John 
5:18). And when at last they killed him they killed 
him in the place of the robber Barabbas, between two 
condemned robbers, and by crucifixion, the death pen- 
alty for robbers. 

Isaiah foresaw our Lord as a servant and sufferer, 
He actually saw him in the form of God. “I saw also 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple [of heaven]” (Isa. 6:1). 
“These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and 
spake of him [Christ]” (John 12:41).. This vision 
was in the year that King Uzziah died (according to 
Jerome, 753 B. C.). But this was also the year in 
which Rome was founded. The next time Christ is 
seen it is as a babe in Bethlehem brought thither at 
the command of Augustus Caesar. Rome had now 
reached its zenith of power and pride. Our Lord on 
the other hand had humbled himself to the lowest 
point of weakness and worldly insignificance, — 

“Being in the form of God [en morphe theou]... 
took upon him the form of a servant [morphen 
doulou].” Mark’s Gospel particularly pictures Jesus in 
his ministry as servant, the fulfillment of Isaiah’s pre- 
diction of the suffering servant. In no other Gospel 
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do we find so many details of his inward and out- 
ward trials, his: weariness, his abnegation of leisure 
so that he had no time for so much as eating (twice 
repeated and in Mark only). “He sighed,” “he 
sighed deeply” (only in Mark). And at the end of 
his life of service Mark alone records that they bore 
him, as if he actually had to be supported, to Gol- 
gotha. His was the form of a servant. 

Striking, therefore, is it that Mark (16:12) should 


,note that after the resurrection he appeared “in an- 


other form” (en hetera morphe). No longéra stfv- 
ant he had reassumed ‘his divine being, his glorified 
person, In this form he appeared .unto the eleven as 
they sat at meat (Mark 16:14). And it was then 
that Thomas recognized His equality with God by 
bursting out with the exclamation, “My~ Lord and 
my God.” Thou, Thomas, hast recognized me in my 
divine morphe or form; blessed are they that have seen 
me only in the form of a servant and yet have be- 
lieved me God’s Son. 

These three appearances of morphe (Phil. 2:5, 6; 
Mark 16:12) exhaust its occurrence in the New Tes- 
tament. But Paul in the third of Philippians uses the 
same root with the particle sun to. express our iden- 
tification with Christ as suffering servant and as di- 
vine personality walking in body of giory. “That I 
may know him, ... and the fellowship of his suffer- 
ings,” he writes in verse ten, being made into like form 
(summorphoumenos), identified with him in his death; 
and in verse 21, Who shall change the body of our 
humiliation (the same Greek word is used here as of 
him who “humbled himself and became obedient unto 
the cross”) and transform it (summorphon), assimil- 
ate it to the body of His glory. The sun of swmmor- 
phoumenos and summorphon links the believer’s expe- 
omen in body of service and glory to those of 

rist. 
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Six factors that enter into all personal 
work in the Sunday-school 








If We Would Win Our Pupils for Christ 


By Lotta B. White 








T IS unnecessary to discuss all the details of the 
work.of winning pupils for Christ entrusted to the 
teacher, for the same methods could not successfully 

be used in all classes, but the general principles are the 
same, and, for better analyzing, have been divided into 
six subheads: Personality, Partnership, Prayer, Pur- 
pose, Perseverance, Power. 


Personaity, I will eliminate all work of the par- 
ents’in the home, pf the teacher in the day school, and 
speak only of the work of the teacher in the Sabbath- 
school. The great¢st earthly factor in winning the pupil 
for Christ is the l@fe and conduct of the teacher. It does 
not matter so m@ch what we say as what we are, 
What we say is readily forgotten but what we do 
and are remains and will have its effect upon the life 
and decisions of every pupil. 

Here is a jittle example that came to me.the other 
day, of an act of a teacher and the immediate results. 
A young girl said to an older person, “Mrs. A. is 
my Sunday-school teacher, but I do not intend going 
to her class any more. I was over town and saw 
her going into the picture show and there is a vile 

icture being shown.” One act, thoughtless perhaps, 
ost a pupil for that teacher and perhaps a soul for 
Christ, and it is just as well that that girl remains 
away from that class, for her faith in her teacher’s 
life has been destroyed. I know that teacher and 
believe that she has the interest of the girls at heart 
and prays for them and wants to see them saved and 
active in the Lord’s work, but unless our prayers 
and work are backed up by a daily Christian conduct, 
—not a Sunday conduct, but a daily conduct, —our 
teaching will not accomplish the good we desire. 


PARTNERSHIP, “We: are God’s fellow-workers.” 
The sense of not being alone, of not doing our work 
in our own strength, but in his power, in his strength, 
with his approval, under his command, submitting. to 
his guidance, allowing him to share the responsibility.; 
just as a number of persons in business together 
jointly share the responsibility and rest upon each 
others’ judgment. The work is the Lord’s, and he 
has called us to assist him in the doing of it. He has 
gone away and has entrusted the work to us, but he 
is still the partner with every worker, so we are “fel- 
low-workers together. with God.” When we realize 
this it will give to all our work a different significance. 


Prayer. Perhaps you think prayer is the first and 
foremost factor in the work of winning the pupil to 
Christ, but unless you recognize the need of pure, 
upright daily living, in every relationship in life, and 
God as your partner in al! your work, you cannot pray 
God’s blessing down upon your work. Yes, you can 
say pravers over any work and at the same time be 
guilty of conduct that cannot meet with his approval. 
The prayer that brings the answer must first meet 


God’s requirements and the very first requirement 
that God asks is that the vessel into which he will 
pour his blessing be a clean vessel. He can use a 
weak vessel or a broken vessel or a small vessel, but he 
will not use an unclean vessel. 


Purpose. I think we all understand how having a 
purpose makes us strong to labor in the direction of 
that purpose. You might call it an aim or a goal, 
but we all have a purpose in our daily work, unless 
life has become so monotonous that we simply drift 
on in an aimless fashion, worse than wasting the time 
the Creator has given to us to fulfill his purpose in 
our living. There should be a definite purpose in the 
teaching of every lesson, and all these aims or pur- 
poses should revolve around or center in the great 
purpose of saving the soul of the pupil, — causing him 
to see his sin, his utter helplessness to save him- 
self, the willingness of the Saviour to take his sin. 
Bringing the pupil into touch with Jesus should include 
confession of personal sin, acceptance of Christ as 
the sin bearer, public confession of sin, taking of 
the vows of the church, and in his strength living 
in obedience to those vows. 


PERSEVERANCE. Perseverance is simply the gift of 
continuance. Many a teacher never attains results 
because he does not persevere. Teaching is not some- 
thing to be entered into and dropped with every lit- 
tle discouragement. Do you remember the reply of 
Nehemiah when he was building the wall and was 
urged to leave his work? “Why should the work 
cease, whilst I leave it, and come down?” If God 
has called you to teach his Word you can only leave 


the work when he commands and not when you choose. 


Power. It is hard to define power, but it is the 
“promise of the Father” given when we. fulfill his 
will and desire. His coming into hearts does not de- 
pend upon wealth, social position, management, or ma- 
chinery, but is wholly from God to prepared hearts 
and lives. This power is not noisy, demonstrative 
liké an earthquake, or the ocean’s roar, or the mighty 
thunder, but while it is very intense it is yet very quiet 
in its working. Elijah had to learn the lesson that 
the power of God was not in the earthquake, not 
in the wind, not in the fire, but a sound of gentle still- 
ness, or, as the Authorized Version has it, “a still 
small voice.” 

We shall not win souls for the Master without 
the pure life, without being in partnership with him, 
without being in vital touch with God through Jesus 
Christ’s intercession, without purpose in our work 
and also perseverance, and yet none of these or all 
of these together is the power God has promised. 
“It is expedient for you that I go away: for*if I go 
not ‘away, the Comforter will not come unto you . 


And when he is come, . . . he shall take of mine, and . 
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shall shew it unto you.” “He shall giorify me.” 
The Holy Spirit power for service is for every one 
who will pay the price. Are you willing? 
“He will fill your heart today to overflowing, 
With the Holy Ghost and power.” 
Butter, Pa, 
4 


The Lost Chance 
By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


O EVERY earnest Sunday-school teacher there 
come times when she must feel acutely the spur 
of that poignant line, “I shall not pass this way again.” 
Quickly, if at all, the helpful, inspiring word must 
be spoken, the gentle admonition, the encouraging mes- 
a the word that will point to Christ as Saviour and 
ord. 

This feeling is especially strong when a visitor 
comes to the class, a girl or boy who is perhaps quite 
outside of church or. Sunday-school influences and 
whom Providence has brought for the one time, and 
may never bring again. 

Some time ago such a girl came into my class; she 
was about sixteen or seventeen, somewhat shabbily but 
showily dressed, and much powdered and rouged. She 
lived in the city but was visiting “over night’ at the 
home of one of my pupils. 

Ever since her visit I have been haunted by the 
memory of the two big brown eyes that stared at me 
from the little, painted face. She was noticeably at- 
tentive, though she took no part in the discussions. 
What I have regretted ever since that Sunday is the 
fact that the lesson discussions that morning were 
rather wide of the real “heart of the Gospel” which 
was probably what she needed most to hear. 

“But I'll bring in something as direct and helpful as I 
can before the bell rings,” I promised myself. Alas, 
the bell rang before that opportune moment arrived. 

“You will visit us again, I hope,” I told her, after 
school was dismissed. : 

“Yes, ma’am, sure,” she responded promptly — but 
never again has she come. I have simply the memory 
of those peculiarly searching brown eyes, set in the 
little, painted face. 

Did I lose an opportunity to point her to the Sav- 
iour? Will the opportunity ever be given to me again? 

“T shall not pass this way again.” ~All of you know 
the rest of the familiar quotation. It is a good one to 
memorize and for the teacher to take into her heart 
of hearts! : 

Berwyn, Mp, 


Did Feng Put Second Things First ? 
(Concluded from page 483) 


would be neither time nor interest for any other doc- 
trine. E 

In spite of what is being said against Feng, there 
does not seem to be any evidence to indicate that he 


-is not a real, even if a misled, Christian. He continues 


to aver that his Christian faith is as strong as it ever 
was. <A missionary, recently writing from Kansu, 
says: “The first army, and in fact all of the Kuomin- 
chun in Shensi and Kansu, seems to be distinctly mod- 
erate. Mr. Hagquist is confident that Marshal Feng 
will allow no harm to come to us. You will have 
seen his recent order to ‘protect all religions,’ which is 
understood here, even in the local and rabid Nation- 
ist organ, as an order to protect foreign lives and 
property. In the latter paper a distinction is drawn 
between ‘foreign imperialism’ and individual foreign- 
ers. The former is their enemy, not the latter.” _ 

In a letter that the writer just received from his 
friend, Mr. Arnold Strange, of the China Inland Mis- 
sion, Tsinchow, Kansu, is written: “On January 3oth 
we received advices from the British Consul to seek 
a place of safety, but felt, like the other missionaries 
in the Province, that it was more dangerous. to travel 
to the coast among people strange to us than to stay 
here. Not knowing what might develop, we were kept 
much in prayer. The Lord heard our prayers, for 
about ten days later Feng Yu-hsiang issued a proc- 
lamation for the protection of the property and per- 
sonnel of religious organizations. This was later am- 
plified to read for the protection of the property and 
personnel of religious organization, irrespective of na- 
tionality, so our hearts have been put at rest.” 

Surely this is no time to forget Feng’s years of 
Christian profession and practice, or for his Christian 
friends to raise their voices in judgment against him 
or to fail in loyalty. Will he find in the days to come 
that we have so easily forgotten? Rather than judge, 
let us pray that the Holy Spirit will guide him into 
all truth. 

SEANGHAI, CHINA, 


A helpful book on Primary Department work, to 
vead in connection with the above article is “Our Pri- 
mary Department,” by William D. Murray. It may 
be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postage 5. cents. 














Lesson for August 28 
2-Samuel 11:1 to 12: 2g 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 28. NATHAN LEADS DAVID TO REPENTANCE 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Samuel I1:1 to 12:25 
Golden Text.—A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.—Psa. 51 : 17 











_ 











The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword / 
One thing I of the Lord desire, 

For all my path has miry been, 
Be it by water or by fire— 

Oh, make me clean, oh, make me clean. 
So wash me, Thou, without, within, 

Or purge with fire if that must be; 
No matter how, if only sin 

Die out in me, die out in me. 

—Walter G. Smith, 


Verse by Verse 


2 Samuel 12:1.—Jehovah sent Nathan. It was a 
perilous errand for the prophet—to go to an Ori- 
ental monarch and rebuke him for his sin. We may 
compare this narrative with the story of Clitus. Clitus 
dared to reprove Alexander the Great at a banquet 
on account of his drunkenness. Clitus had once saved 
the king’s life, yet Alexander murdered him then and 
there with his own hand (328 B. C.). 

God had waited nearly nine months (v. 14) for some 
sign of repentance on David’s part. 

Two men in one city. They were, therefore, neigh- 
bors in almost the closest sense of the term. “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” (Lev. 19:18) was 
a fundamental commandment of the law. The one 
rich, and the other poor. The rich man had, and has, 
a special duty toward his poorer neighbor. “He that 
oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker” (Prov. 
14:31). “Thou shalt not oppress a hired servant that 
is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, 


‘or of thyssojourners that are in thy land” (Deut. 24: 


14). Uriah was a Hittite, and as a man of foreign 
birth peculiarly under the protection of God’s law. 

Verse 2.—Exceeding many. There is a side refer- 
ence here to the large harem that David had gath- 
ered around him since he became king. God’s com- 
mandment was, “Neither shall he multiply wives to 
himself, that his heart turn not away” (Deut. 17:17). 
Disobedience to one command too often brings further 
disloyalty in its train. 

Verse 3.—One little ewe lamb. If this reference is 
to be taken as strictly true it appears that the Hittite 
soldier was a monogamist. He thus stands out in 
highly favorable contrast to his polygamist Hebrew 
master, 

The Hittites were mountaineers from the plateau 
of Cappadocia. They were miners as well as war- 
riors. They mined silver in the mountains which 
looked. down upon the plain of Cilicia. They both 
traded and fought with Egypt at a time when the Iat- 
ter power was a most formidable one. They carried 
their arms through the whole of Asia Minor. They 
set up satraps in the cities of Lydia and brought the 
civilization of the East to the barbarous peoples of 
the distant West. Carchemish on the Euphrates was 
their capital city. 

Verse 4.—A traveller. David’s own wandering lust. 

Verse 5—David’s anger. All the history shows 
David to have been a man of chivalrous and generous. 
disposition. Nathan’s parable touched the king on 
the most susceptible side of his character. His own 
indignation was aroused. No doubt he believed that 
Nathan had Simply come to him to complain of some 
act of injustice that had been perpetrated in the neigh- 
borhood of the city. The king’s sentence, however, 
was an unjust one. Sheep stealing used to be a capi- 
tal crime in England, but it was never so under the 
Old Testament economy. But David, as all his his- 
tory shows, was a hot, violent, impetuous man. He 
does not say this matter must be investigated. He im- 
mediately pronounces sentence, and that sentence an 
unjust qne. The very characteristic that had hurried 
him into crime reveals itself afresh in this word. His 
moral indignation is righteous. His expression of it 
is unrighteous. , 

And then on to the hot fervor of his righteous wrath 
comes a dash of ice cold water. Thou art the man. 

If only we can be persuaded that it is not our own 
conduct but that of some other sinner which we are 
called upon to judge, our condemnation comes swift 
and instinctive. We keep two sets of scales by which 
to measure sins: one which mitigates and excuses 
them, the other which shows them in all the weight of 
their real hideousness. David had never thought of 
himself or of his crime as cruel, mean, treacherous, 
selfish, and heartless. But the faint picture of it that 
had been exhibited to him revealed it to him as the 


~Devil’s brood that it really was. 


So, like David, we are apt to be strangely blind to 
our own faults. - This is because a. strong wish for 
something ‘that seems desirable always tends to con- 
fuse to a man the plain distinction between right and 
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Devoti Reading : Psalm 103 : 8-14. 
Primary Topic: God Shows David His Sin. 
Lesson Material ; 2 Samuel 12: 1-7a, 13. 
Memory Verse: For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to for- 
ive.—Psa. 86: 5, 
Junior Topic: Nathan Calls David to Repentance. 
Lesson Material; 2 Samuel 12; 1-7a, 13. 
Memory Verse: Psalm 51: 10. 


te and Senior Topic: Confessing and Forsaking Sin. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Repentance: What It Is, and 
What It Does. 











The portion of the text indicated by the Internationa) 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
123 1-10, 13 
i And Jehovah sent Nathan unto David. And he came 
unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one 
city; the one rich, and the other poor. 2 The rich man 
had exceeding many flocks and herds; 3 but the poor man 
had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought 
and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and 
with his children; it did eat of his own morsel, and drank 
of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him 
as a daughter. 4 And there came a traveller unto the rich 
man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his 
own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come 
unto him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and dressed it 
for the man that was come to him. 5 And David’s anger 
was greatly kindled against the man;-and he said to 
Nathan, As Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done this is 
lworthy to die: 6 and he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 

because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. 


7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. Thus 
saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, 1 anointed thee king over 
Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; 8 and 
I gave thee thy master’s house, and thy master’s wives 
into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of 
Judah; and if that had been too little, 1 would have added 
unto thee such and such things. 9 Wherefore hast thou 
despised the word of Jehovah, to do that which is evil in 
his sight? thou hast smitten Uriah the Hittite with the 
sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast 
slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon. 10 
Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thy house, 
because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of 
Uriah the -Hittite to be thy wife. 


13 And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 
Jehovah. And Nathan said unte David, Jehovah also hath 
put away thy sin; thou shalt net die. 


1 Heb., A son of death. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








wrong. And especially does any animal passion or 
craving once kindled overleap all boundaries and laws, 
There is a very hell of sin within even the child of 
God which, like a stumbering volcano, may be awak- 
ened into dreadful activity. 

Verse 7.—I delivered thee. God seeks to lead David 
to repentance by reminding the king of the great bene- 
fits that he had showered upon him. “The goodness 
of God leadeth thee to repentance” (Rom. 2:4). 

Verse 9.—Thouw hast smitten ... with the sword. 
The murder committed by another through David's 
own action was a murder committed by David him- 
self. If I lead another into wrongdoing, that wrong 
act is really mine. And it is even worse than if I 
had done it myself, for to the act is added the con- 
demnation of another soul as well as the calculating 
meanness that tries to do evil and yet avoid its con- 
sequences. Wherefore hast thou despised? Davia 
had broken both the sixth and seventh commandments. 
He had wronged Bathsheba and Uriah deeply, but he 
had also sinned against God. Every wrong dcne to 
a fellow creature is a sin against God. And this sin 
is aggravated in the case of one of God’s children be- 
cause it seems to besmirch God’s own character in 
the eyes of the world. David was an Israelite, not 
a heathen. He had had the advantage of the friend- 
ship of Samuel. He had known much of the Lord 
himself. _He was in a position of supreme authority 
and leadership among the people of God. All these 
circumstances were aggravations of his sin. Every 
privilege is an added responsibility. “Unto whomso- 
ever much is given, of him shall be much required: 
and to whom men have committed much, of him they 
will ask the more” (Luke 12:48). - 

Verse 10.—The sword shall never depart. The sub- 
sequent history shows how terribly this judgment was 
fulfilled. Not even God’s pardon can altogether do 
away with the consequences of our sin, though in his 
mercy even the consequences may sometimes be miti- 
gated. But the law holds good, “Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7). 

Verse 13.—I have sinned against Jehovah. Note 
two things here: (1) David recognizes his own sin. 
He saw himself as he really was in God’s sight. Not 
the mighty warrior, the crowned king of Israel, but 
a poor, mean, cowardly, cruel wretch. (2) He real- 
ized that his sin meant a breach of the personal rela- 


tionskaps that had subsisted so long and so happily be- 
tween God and himself. And both these elements are 
involved in_a true repentance. 

Jehovah also hath put away thy sin. Immediate for- 
giveness is the amazing response of God to all true 
penitents. This is so contrary to our own dealings 
with one another that it is no marvel if we find it 
hard to understand. Forgiveness with us is so often 
a matter of probation. It is doled out sparingly as 
though we had not much of it to give, as indeed we 
have not. But with God the forgiveness comes gush- 
ing forth from the fountain of his mercy. “He 
opened the rock, and the waters gushed out” (Psa, 
105: 41). 

Thou shalt not die. This may refer to the Levitical 
punishment for adultery and murder (Lev. 20:10), 
but more probably to the penalty of eternal death 
(Ezek. 18: 4). 


Golden Topics 


1. The precursors of David's sin: 

(1) Prosperity. David in his earlier days had been 
tested by adversity. But since he had come to the 
throne his career had been one of almost uninter- 
rupted success. He was a victorious warrior and a 
popular and beloved monarch, 

(2) Slackness. His army was at Rabbah fighting. 
In the old days David would have been with his men, 
But he had arrived at the dangerous time of a man’s 
life, the time of middle age, when he has more or 
less made good, and when he feels he can slack a 
little in his endeavors. “Satan finds some mischief 
still for idle hands to do.” 

(3) His polygamy had blunted his sensitiveness. 
God had not actually forbidden the custom by the 
Mosaic law, but it was already discouraged, as we 
have seen. Yet David had ignored these discourage- 
ments, and had indulged that side of his nature which 
was weakest. 

2. Repentance. The Hebrew word used for repent- 
ance suggests a change of feeling; the Greek word 
suggests a change of thought. We may put the two 
terms together and say that repentance connotes a 
change of mind. Not merely a change of opinion, 
though it includes that, not merely a change of ideas 
— but a change of the mind itself. For the Chris- 
tian, repentance means that this mind is in him whieh 
was also in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5). In the great 
Psalm that records David’s repentance, it is expressed 
thus: “Create in me a clean heart, O God; and re- 
new a right spirit within me” (Psa. 51:10). <A spirit 
or mind, that is to say, constant toward righteousness. 

Note the following: As a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he (Prov. 23:7). “A sound [healed] 
heart is the life of the flesh” (Prov. 14:30). “Be ye 
transformed by the renewing of your mind’ (Rom. 
12:2). The mind functions by thought, feeling, and 
will, Repentance in thought means recognition of sin; 
in feeling, shame of oneself, disgust at one’s sin; in 
will, self-identification with the righteous law of God, 
and, therefore, glad acceptance of the punishment that 
that law would inflict. 

The absolute necessity of repentance is ‘found in 
such passages of Scripture as Luke 13:3; Acts 2: 38; 
and 3:19. Adequate repentance is impossible to man, 
but what we cannot do for ourselves the Lord Jesus 
can do for us. “Him hath God exalted ...a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give repentance ... and for- 
giveness of sins” (Acts 5:31). 

3. Forgiveness. God’s pardon to David was im- 
mediate upon his repentance and confession. For- 
gZiveness means the remission of penalty. It means 
the restoration of relationships. Forgiveness does not 
necessarily mean that all the consequences of the sin 
can be undone. But it does mean that the pardoned 
sinner is completely and forever reconciled. 

Some people have thought that if God could thus 
forgive David there was no need for an atoning sac- 
rifice, and that, therefore, the death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, whatever else it might be, could not be of a 
substitutionary character. As to which, note: 

(1) That such teaching would contradict the plain 
teaching of the New Testament (Matt. 20: 28; 1 John 


3:2). 

(2) The doctrine of substitution lay at the very 
heart of the Old Testament system. Every bloody 
sacrifice involved it. By the law, no sin offering was 
permissible for any breach of the Decalogue. In par- 
ticular, murder (Num. 35: 31), oppression (Exod. 22: 
21), and adultery (Lev. 20: 10) were all excepted from 
the gracious provision of the sin and trespass offer- 
ings. This may explain the language of David's 
Psalm: “Thow’ desirest not sacrifice; else would I 
give it: thou delightest not in burnt-offering. The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit” (Psa. 51: 16, 17). 
The sacrifices were intended to show to the Israelite 
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how communion with God could be maintained only 
in this way. And they did this by pointing onward 
to Calvary. David had sinned so deeply that he had 
excluded himself from the ordinary means of grace. 
He was,. strictly speaking, an outlaw, guilty of death. 
No sacrifice of the altar could avail to reinstate such 
a sinner. He must be brought right into contact with 
the Lamb of God himself. And it was on the ground 
of the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus, which historically 
was yet a thousand years ahead, that David was for- 
given. How far he himself understood this condi- 
tion we are not informed. That he had some idea 
of the truth seems probable from what we saw in 
last week’s lesson. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. The beginnings of sin 
Prosperity 
Idleness : 
Natural disposition 
2. The coming of conviction 
God’s goodness recalled 
God’s judgment of sin recognized 
God’s fellowship seen as forfeited 
3. The condition of forgiveness 
Repentance, which is another side of the same 
change of heart that is known as believing 


The Practical Aim 

To press for immediate acceptance of God’s merc 
in Christ. Let us seek to make Sunday, August 28, 
a great day of decision for our pupils. 


Final Word 
What can wash away my stain? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
Oh, precious is the flow 
That makes me white as snow! 
No other fount I know: 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 
—Lowry. 
TuNsRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


“ 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 

one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, lettim them see whether they can 
discover the answers 2 ven in tk? following issue? 
HERE did Cain’s s. of fratric begin? 
2. Where did the sin of Juc.., in betr- ‘ng his 
Lord, begin? 

3. Through what 
tation come? 

4. Where is the _, place to head off sin? 

s. How many of tr * ten commandments did David break, 
in this time of his ¢ t sin? 

6. What method Nathan use to deliver his message 
to David? 

g- What made the method so effective in this case? 

8 Was it tact or fear that led Nathan to approach the 
subject thus? (Personal.) 

9. How would David’s sin have been looked upon by his 
own contemporaries, had they known of it? 

10, How did God regard David’s sin? 

1x. Why did David, for a greater sin, not suffer the pun- 
ishment which he himself had pronounced just? 

12. How is your sin regarded by your companions, today? 
What would they say¢of it, if they knew it all, as we know 
David's vileness in this sin? What does God think of it? 

13. Give Paul’s famous comment upon the triumph of 
God’s grace over the most heinous sin. 

14. What lesson in occupation do we learn from David’s 
sin? 

zg. What familiar maxim does David’s sin suggest? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Self-Revelation.—And David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man (v. 2. You know the story. 
When it came to the show-down, David himself was 
that very man. It often so happens. When you hear 
men and women in carping indignation against some 
other man or woman it very often turns out that they 
are measuring the other party’s wheat in their own 
bushel, as they say out on the farm. At Old Siwash 
a favorite stunt used to be to put “Jones” under the 
bed or in the closet and then call in “Smith” for a 
little chat about nothing in particular. Then we would 
say, “Oh, by the way, Smittie, what sort of bird is 
that Bill Jones?” 
self by the way he would talk about Jones. 


al channel did David’s ¢ ; temp- 


If Smith 


Then Smith would reveal his real - 
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happened to be one of those big-hearted, whole-souled 
sort of fellows, he would mention only the best points 
of Jones—-and by doing so reveal the good points 
of himself. But if Smith was one of those mean, 
suspicious, fault-finding natures, he would reveal his 
own inside machinery by the way he would “knock” 
Jones, When Smith had sufficiently described Jones’ 
shortcomings and we would call Jones out from under 
the bed, you should have seen the look on Smith’s 
face! Now I think David had about the same sort of 
look when Nathan made his revelation and the scoun- 
drel he wanted to punish was his very own self. Sinai 
thundered, “Thou shalt not bear false witness.” About 
nine-tenths of neighborhood whispering is apt to be 
not merely false witnessing against the neighbor. but 
the self-revelation of the whisperer. Unto the pure 
all things are pure. As a.1man—or woman —thinketh 
in his heart, so is he! That is to say, the one that 
thinks the other fellow is a rogue is apt to be one 
himself (Prov. 23:7). 

_A Good Story for Girls.—And Nathan said to Da- 
wid, Thou art the man (v. 7). When I am talking 
tc bunch of young girls about the importance of 
k ing the Scriptures and they begin to show signs 
© .rowsiness, I never fail to awaken them with thi 

ry, which you may find in Dr. Fiske’s “Old Virginia 

1 Her Neighbors.” The College of William and 

ary at Williamsburg, Va., had for its last president 
~efore the Revolution the Rev. John Camm. It was 
an unwritten law that the president of the college must 
be a bachelor, There was in Williamsburg a very 
charming and vivacious young lady named Betsy Hans- 
ford. She was loved by a young man of the neigh- 
borhood, but his suit did not make any progress. So 
he applied to the Rev. John Camm to speak a 
word for him. Betsy told the young man she had 
resolved to stay at home and be the spinster of the 
family. The Rev. Camm quoted Scripture to show and 
prove that it is not good for woman to live alone any 
more than for man. Here are some of the Rev. 
Camm’s Scriptures: Genesis 1:27, 28; 2: 18-24; Mark 
10:6-9; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 5:14; Hebrews 13:4. 
Betsy stood this proxy wooing for a while, much to 
her amusement, and then one day she broke out with, 
“Now, look here, Mr. President, I’m tired sand sick 
of having you come around for that tobacco planter 
of yours with your old Scripture, I am going to give 
you some Scripture. Go home and unlock your Bible 
and look is a y Here it is, the twelfth chapter of 
Second Samuel and the seventh verse, and don’t you 
dare ever say another word to me about that tobacco 
man of yours!” And she flounced into the house. The 
Rev. Camm went home and found the verse and 
were the words: “Thou art the man’! The wedding 
followed in due course, and the rule about bachelor 
presidents was suspended. Thus was founded the cele- 
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brated F. F.. V. Camm family of Ole Virginny. You 
can draw your.own moral and make your own appli- 
cation, The historian does not give the year this hap- 
pened, so I do not know whether it was leap year 
or not. But to get back to David, the big point, it 
seems to me, is the magnificent moral courage of 

old prophet. _He was not afraid to rebuke wickedness 
in the high place even though it might cost him his 
life, as it cost John the Baptist in a later century fon 
a similar thing. 


Rectifying Mistakes.—IJ have sinned against Jehovah 
(v. 13). Here we discovered the real David. David 
reviled himself, and all the irreligious world has re- 
viled David down the centuries. David was never 
nobler or better than when he went out and wept bit- 
terly. Neither David nor Peter nor Ridgway nor 
you were ever nearer the heart of God than when beat- 
ing our breasts and crying, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner”! (Luke 18:13.) This was David’s only break. 
The approved man is not the one who claims to 
no mistakes but the onewho can beautifully rectify 
his mistakes. As the funny man says, “We all make 
mistakes, that’s why they put rubbers on lead pencils.” 
We show our real metal by the way we make good 
after having gone bad. The reason- Jesus came was 
that the world might have a way of rectifying its mis- 
takes. He tells the story of the prodigal son to illus- 
trate his mission. The spirit of the whole Gospel plan 
is right here in the story of David's sin and his re- 
pentance. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF Intustration.—Abstract or 
spiritual truth should be made clear by concrete 
illustration. 








ATHAN’S method with David was the method the 

Lord later used so effectively in his earthly ministry 
—the story method, so effective with little children, 
and more effective with adults than we who are at such 
pains to work out complicated pedagogical procedures 
are likely to apprehend. The result of the method 
here, as well as its adoption by the Master Teacher 
of men, is evidence that in the field of teaching, as 
elsewhere, the fundamental principles and effective de- 
vices of method have not waited for modern investi- 
gation to discover them. 

But here, as always, the teacher of truth must not 
be ecnamoured of his method, however good; and 
Nathan’s concern was not his method but the soul of 
David. “The thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord. And the Lord sent Nathan unto David,” 
and, taught by the Spirit of God, the prophet in the 
most effective way he knew delivered the terrible re- 
buke that God had sent him to give; rather, he ar- 
ranged the setting of his message so masterfully 
David pronounced the sentence upon himself. he 
analogy was so perfect between Nathan’s parable and 
the actual deed of David, except in the greater heinous- 
ness of David’s sin, that a king might well quail be- 
fore his own séntence of righteous judgment, and re- 
alize that it was but for the mercy of a greater King 
that he himself should not die. . ; 

How terrible is sin, and how terribly it must tear 
the heart of God! Aye, on this side of Calvary, how 
much better do we know how it has torn the heart of 
the Infinite One, and how much more sensitive should 
we be in recognizing its allurement and in fleeing to 
the only shelter from its. devastating hreath! 


HuntTInopon, Pa. 














Illustrations on David’s Sin and Repentance 


The Miustration Round-Table for the current lesson, ‘‘ Nathan Leads David to Repentance.” 





— 





Not Always Food.—Jehovah sent Nathan unto Da- 
vid (12:1). A minister, while preaching one Stinday, 
was interrupted by a disgruntled listener, who could 
not stand the sermon, by the remark, “It’s not food!” 
“No,” said the minister, “it may not be food, but it’s 
medicine, and it’s medicine you need.” The preacher, 
if he be true to his duty, cannot always give “food. 
Sometimes the medicine —and on occasion, perhaps, 
bitter medicine — is needful, and the one can be as justi- 
fiable as the other..-From the Christian Herald. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


His Name On It.—Thou art the man (v. 7). How 
wonderfully God works in men’s hearts!) An Army 
Scripture Reader, a member of that. most faithful and 
Christlike “Army Scripture Readers’ and Soldiers’ 
Friend Society,” distributed some leaflets and tracts in 
an English barracks. A few days later one of the 
soldiers met him and said, “How came you to give 





me a tract with my name on it? I am glad you did, 
tor it made me read the tract and through that I have 
co to Christ.” “But I don’t know your name,” 
sai e A. S. Reader, “and I don’t know what you 
mean.” “I'll fetch the tract and show you,” said the 
other. He did so, and what do you think the title was? 
Just “My son, give me thine heart.” Yes, but the 
soldier’s name was Myson!—Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Tonbridge, Kent, Eng. 

Why She Wasn’t Found.—And David said unto 
Nathan, I have sinned against Jehovah (v. 13). Do 
you know why there are so few people saved? use 
there are so few who believe they are lost. A woman 
came to a meeting some time ago. There was a crowd 
accumulated before the door was open. She got 
separated from her little girl and she could not find 
her. She sent up word to the nunister to call up her 
child. The minister said, “Mary Moore is lost, and 











. truth of the admission broke upon him, 





‘ and I stole it. No one is to blame but 


Lesson for August 28 
2 Samuel 11:1 to 12: 25 


if she is in the house she will please 
rise! Mary Moore is lost; if she will 
rise, the mother will be glad-to find her.” 
No one rose.» They took the word to the 
mother that the child was not in the 
house. The mother got the bell-ringer to 
go up and down the street, crying, “Lost! 
Lost!” The hour passed, and the wo- 
man was almost frantic. Then they found 
that Mary Moore was on the front seat 
in the meeting. “Why,” they said, “why 
didn’t you step out when we called your 
name?” .“Oh, but I wasn’t lost.” She 
felt it meant some other Mary. When 
you preach to some people they say, “No, 
I’m not lost.” That's the trouble—From 
the. Sunday School Chronicle. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Not Cheap.—Jehovah also hath put 
away thy sin (v. 13). Campbell Morgan 
says: A collier came to me at the close 
of one of my services, and said, “I would 
give anything to believe that God would 
forgive my sins, but I cannot believe that 
he will forgive them if I just turn to 
him. It is too cheap.” I said to him, 
“My friend, have you been working to- 
day?” “Yes. I was down in the pit as 
usual.” “How did you get up out of the 
pit?” I inquired. “The way I usually do. 
I got into the cage, and was pulled to 
the top.” “How much did you pay to 
get out of the pit?” “Pay? Of course 

didn’t pay anything.” ‘Were you not 
afraid to trust yourself in that cage? 
Was it not-too cheap?” “Oh, no,” he 
said, “it was. cheap for me, but it cost the 
company a lot of money to sink that 
shaft.” Without my saying a word, the 


and he saw if he could have salvation 

without money and without price, it had 

cost the infinite God a great price to 

sink that shaft and rescue lost men.— 

—_ by Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
onn. 


Why He Was Released.—I have sin- 
ned against Jehovah (v. 13). The story 
is told of a duke in Italy who one day 
went on board a galley ship. As he 
passed the crew of slaves he asked sev- 
eral of them what their offenses were. 
Every one of them laid the blame on 
some one else, saying his brother was 
to blame, or the judge was bribed: One 
sturdy young fellow said: “My lord, I 
am justly put in here. I wanted money 


myself.” The duke, on hearing this, seized 
him by the shoulder, saying, “You rogue! 
What are you doing in here, among so 
many honest, innocent men? Get you out 
of their company.” The young fellow 
was then set at liberty, while the rest 
were left to tug at the oar.—From The 
Classmate. Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


The Bible Still True.—By this decd 
thou hast given great occasion to the 
enemies of Jehovah to biaspheme (v. 14). 
“David a man after God’s own heart!” 
said an. infidel; “a pretty specimen; a 
liar, an adulterer, a murderer.” “You 
are a proof of the truth of God’s Word,” 
quietly answered the one to whom the 
words were addressed. “For the Bible 
says that Nathan said to David, ‘By this 
deed thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of Jehovah to blaspheme.’ ”— 
From “Seed Thoughts for Public Speak- 
ers,” by A. T. Pierson. Sent by M. Tay- 
lor, Winnipeg, Can. 


His Chapel.—A broken and a contrite 
heart, O God, thou wilt not despise 
(Golden Text). 


There is a chapel in a dell, 
Sequestered where no one would guess 
But all my words can never tell 
The secret of its happiness. 


This chapel once was crimson-stained 
And spotted like a leopard’s skin; 

No soap nor niter could be found 
To wash and make it white again. 


Then spake the High and Jofty One, 
Whence cleansing fountains flow, 
“Go down and make it clean, my Son, 

Yea, whiter than the snow.” 


He came and found the sordid place, 
Applied his blood to every part; 
And, lo! the miracle of grace: 
The chapel is my happy heart. 


THE SUNDAY 


day School Times. Sent by Emma S. 
Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Is It the Name of Our Church?—A 
broken and a contrite heart. (Golden 
Text). A Korean woman living in the 
country heard of the wonderful things 
happening at a mission hall, and came to 
town to find out for herself, and get some 
help. - But she didn’t know where the hall 
was, nor what name it was called. So 
she inquired on the streets for the place 
where. they cured the broken heart. And 
at once she was directed to the mission 
hall._—From S. D. Gordon, Sent by Emma 
C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. 


Broken, and Three Prepositions.—A 
broken ... heart (Golden Text). If we 
cannot go to God with a broken heart, 
let us go to him for one. A man’s heart 
must either be broken for sin or by sin. 
—From H. O. Mackay. Sent by Mrs. 
B. Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


No Healing Without Cleansing.—A 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou 
wilt not despise (Golden Text). One 
day a minister found some boys wading 
in a lake. One boy had cut his heel on 
a broken bottle. The minister got a clean 
dressing near by, and was binding the 
heel up when a passing workman ex- 
claimed: “That wound will net heal till 
the dirt is taken out.” So it is with the 
wound of sin. God does not heal it until 
it is cleansed—From the Sunday Com- 
—— Sent by Miss G. B. Dowen, 


ingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


No Use to Scrub Mud.—A broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
desbise (Golden Text). I was staying 
one day at an inn in one of the valleys 
of Northern Italy, where the floor was 
dreadfully dirty. I had it in my mind to 
advise the landlady to scrub it, but when 
I perceived it was made of mud, I re- 
flected that the more she scrubbed the 
worse it would be. The man who knows 
his own heart soon perceives that his 
corrupt nature admits of no improve- 
ment; there must be a new nature im- 
planted, or the man will be only “washed 
to deeper stains.’ “Ye must be born 
again.” Ours is not a case for mending, 
but for making new.—From C. H.: Spur- 
geon. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, 
Surrey, Eng. ~ 


Mr. Trumbull’s book, “What Is the 
Gospel?” gives the essentials of salvation 
simply and clearly (The Sunday School 
Times Company, Philadelphia, cloth 75 


SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“On Christ, the Solid Rock.” 

“Jesus Paid It All.” 

“Lord, I’m Coming Home.” 

“Alas! and Did My Saviour Bleed?” 
“Nearer the Cross.” 

“Jesus, I Come.” 

e“I am Coming, Lord.’ 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Praise His Name” (140 : 1-4). 

Psalm 66 : 16-20. 
“Harden Not Your Heart” (210 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 8-18. 
“Songs of Thy Salvation” (72: 1-3). 

Psalm 32: 1-7. 
“Whiter Than the Snow” (114: 1-4). 

Psalm 51 : 1-13. 


From the Platform 
By. Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that there is nothing con- 
cealed from thee. Thou dost search us out, 
and rebuke us, and warn us according to 
thine infinite wisdom and loving-kindness, 
We need thy correction, thy training more 
than we like to confess to ourselves.. How 
proud and self-satisfied we would be with- 
out the mirror of thy Word! May we for- 
sake any wrong purpose or any evil course 
that we may be following, and yield our 
lives to thee, for saving and for guidance. 
In the name of our Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Do you know what 
Huyler’s candies are? Oh, yes, I see 
some of you do know! Well, Mr. John 
S. Huyler, the head of the concern mak- 
ing them, was a great helper of others. 
Thousands of persons came to him for 
help. One day a man he knew quite 
well came to Mr. Huyler’s office, much 
the worse for strong drink. He was not 
only drunk, but he looked it. Mr. Huyler 
placed a chair for him, invited him to 
sit down, and the man found himself sit- 
ting in front of a large mirror, “There!” 
exclaimed Mr. Huyler. “Now what do 
you think of yourself!” The mirror said 
more than words. Mr. Huyler’s lesson 
went home to the man’s heart. He 
saw himself as he was. David must 
have felt as that man did, when Nathan 
spoke such plain words to him. Let us 
ask God to expose to each one of us what 
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we need to know about ourselves, and 











—From W. M. Czamanske, in The Sun- 


You can lead a horse 
to water, but- 
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then to cleanse us, and strengthen us, and 
guide us, making us victorious through 
Christ over whatever, without him, would 
defeat us. Let us pray. 





CONFESSING 
FORSAKING IN 
OVERCOMING 


THROUGH CHRIST 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EGINNING with the eighth chapter, 

read through the thirteenth verse of 
the twelfth chapter of 2 Samuel. Read 
also the Thirty-second and Fifty-first 
Psalms. In this way you will get a fresh 
picture of David in your mind. Be sure 
to give your class the beautiful story told 
in chapter 9, of David’s kindness to 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan’s lame son, be- 
cause of his great love for Jonathan. In 
chapters eight and ten we learn that Da- 
vid continued to carry on wars with Is- 
rael’s enemies, and that God always gave 
him victory. 

In the eleventh chapter we find the 
darkest, ugliest spot in David’s life, and 
we would gladly pass over it in silence, 
but the little folks will have to be told 
about it before they can understand the 
lesson for this week. Let us try to tell 
it. to them simply and truthfully, without 
any unnecessary details. 

Once David sent Joab to lead the army 
of Israel against strong, cruel enemies, 
while he stayed at home in ease and com- 
fort. Now, it is never safe or wise for 
even kings to be lazy and idle. One day, 
from his house in Jerusalem, David saw 
a beautiful woman, and he wanted her 
for his wife. He learned that this wo- 
man was the only wife of Uriah, one of 
the brave, faithful men who had been 
with him when he was hiding from Saul. 
David wrote Joab to put Uriah in the 
front of the battle where the enemy 
could easily kill him. Sure enough, Da- 
vid soon got word that Uriah was dead; 
then he married the beautiful Bathsheba. 
The children will readily see how dread- 
fully wicked this deed of David’s was, 
and we are not surprised to read that it 
“displeased the Lord.” 

God sent David a message by Nathan, 
telling him how bad his sin was, and that 
he must be punished for it. Ask the 
children if they believe Nathan was 
afraid to tell the king of his sin. No, 
Nathan knew that his message was from 
God, and that he did not need to fear. 
Besides, Nathan loved David just as truly 
when telling him of his sin as when he 
gave him the message of God’s great 
blessings. 

Tell Nathan’s beautiful little parable 
to the: class, so that all may readily see 
the cruelty of the rich man who had so 
many sheep and cattle, and yet took the 
only little pet lamb of the poor man, and 
heartlessly killed it for his guest to eat. 

Nathan knew that David had been a 
shepherd, and would understand just how 
this poor man loved his little pet lamb, 
and that the king would feel just how 
cruel his own deed had been. So Nathan 
told David of all God had given him, 
and said that if he had asked for other 
things God would have given them to 
him, too. Yet David had showed no pity, 
for he had taken the only wife of Uriah, 
and had had Uriah killed with the sword 
of their enemies. For this sin of Da- 
vid, God said that the sword should never 
depart from his house, meaning that he 
should have family trouble all his life. 

David listened silently to all that Na- 
than said, and then answered humbly, “I 
have sinned against the Lord.” He was 
truly sorry, and God forgave him, yet 
David could never undo his awful crime. 
God’s word came true, for all the rest 
of David’s life was full of trouble and 
sorrow. Still God loved him and gave 
him many blessings, and kept all the 
wonderful promises that had been given. 

Sing “Nothing but the Blood of Jesus.” 

Curnton, S. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Seeing sin as it is — sin, 
2. Hating sin—as sin, 











3. Leaving sin—secking God—and 
obedience, 
6“ ELL, I flunked again! Who 
cares?” “Yes, I did it—but 


mother’ll never know —that’s all I care 
about.” “Did you tell her that? You 
know that was not the truth.” “Oh, well, 
I'll get by with it. Miss is awful 
easy, you know.” Chance, everyday re- 
marks these—heard in any high school 
hall or cloakroom you may walk through, 
almost any day. And what do they re- 
veal besides the actual standards of 
many of our young people? That as 
long as they can give their sins popular 
names they hardly recognize them as sin 
at all. Would they fail as lightly as they 
“flunk”? Would they deceive mother or 
teacher as deliberately as they will plan 
to “get by with it”? r 

1. Your first step, then, in getting your 
girls to confess and forsake their sins 








Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





WATHAN LEADS DAVID To REPENT 








' * 
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is to get them to see those sins,as they 
are, to call then by.the name Jesus him- 
self would use were they face to face 
with ‘him. Théy will remember how, 
always, he said, “Thy sins are forgiven 
thee,” “Go, and sin no more,” even when 
his infinite compassion had healed and 
forgiven that very sinner. He never 
glossed over the fact of sin. 


2. When a lie is called a lie, and not 
a “whopper”; when adultery is called 
by its own vile name; when drunkenness 
is not excused as “a little slip,” they 
are far more likely to be hated tor what 
they are, Psychol and sociology and 
various “complex” theories furnish our 
girls with many a “scientific” substitute 
for the name God gives to sinful thoughts 
and deeds and words. And it is only 
when we see sin as he sees it that. we 
begin to hate it as he hates it. In every 
age sin has worn fair disguises. Ours 
has robed it with all manner of psycho- 
logical excuses, so that it has almost 
ceased to be sin in the minds of many 
of our young people. 

3. Seeing it and hating it are yet not 
enough, in God’s sight. Many a godless 
man does. that—and goes on sinning. 
When Nathan brought David face to 
face with ‘iis ugly sin, as God saw it, 
he not « ~~ shoc’-74d David out of his 
complac attitue ward himself —the 
attitude ail his ‘gly contemporaries 
would have- taken, doubtless—but he 
brought him to the point of confessing 
that sin, as such, and putting it behind 
his back and seeking God in the forgive- 
ness of that sin; with a whole-hearted 
effort after future obedience to God’s 
standards. a 

Begin your lesson, for your girls, with 
the most vivid retelling of that entire 
story of which you are capable; there 
is none better to illustrate all these points. 
You may reveal:.to them David’s secret 
misery, scarcely confessed to himself un- 
til. afterward, even .while he carried a 
bold face before the world. His confes- 
sion of guilt and prayers of reperttance 
you will find in his Psalms, Thirty-two 
and Fifty-one. So, every Christian girl 
among yours will admit that her heart 
has also ached with the burden of uncon- 
fessed sin. The relief and joy of true 
repentance may also be theirs. 


Home Study 
Memorize either of these Psalms, 
Decatur, GA. 
we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The shock of sin. 

Discussion: List the major sins and 
show what apparently trifling, little sins 
lead to them. 

Objective: Through penitence, getting 
a fresh start with God. 











AY, fellows, it was a tense moment 

when Nathan, the spokesman for God, 
pointed his finger at King David and 
said, “Thou art the man.” It was a 
terrific iridictment and the shock of it 
threw the king upon his face before the 
man of God in confession and repentance 
and pleading for mercy. All of a sud- 
den there was unveiled before him the 
deep, wide ditch of sin he had dug. ~Da- 
vid must have been somewhat conscious 
of guilt; but he did not realize how far 
he had sunk from the level of-a godly 
life until Nathan by his clever parable 
showed him up as adulterer, thief, and 
murderer. 

It is hard to understand how so great 
and good a man as David could have 
fallen so low! But it helps us to under- 
stand the character of sin. No man ever 
becomes so strong or so great that he 
can afford to relax for one moment his 
watchful guard against sin. You remem- 
ber the Arabian story of the camel that 
got its nose in the tent. “Next thing, the 
whole camel was inside. The best time 
to overcome sin is upon its first approach. 
Every moment that a sin, or the sugges- 
tion of it, is consciously entertained, re- 
sistance’ grows weaker and the sin grows 





stronger. You can step across the Mis- 
sissippi River up there in Minnesota, but 
the flood tide of the delta is a raging de- 
stroyer. ; i 

But, fellows, David after all (and 
through all) was God’s man. That is 
where he was different from Pharaoh 
and Belshazzar. These two went on 
hardening and sinning to ultimate destruc- 
tion, But David saw his sin and re- 
pented. David. recognized the way out 
of the hole through God’s grace. He 
heard a loving heavenly Father saying, 
“Come now, and let us reason together: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall bé as wool.” Da- 
vid bowed low in sorrow for his sin, and 
he wrote the most beautiful expression 
of his sorrow in the Fifty-first Psalm. 
Read it, fellows, and let it express your 
sorrow, too, if you sin.. It will wonder- 
fully clear the atmosphere and sweep the 
decks for a new and better fight. ~ 

Today David brings to me a very pre- 
cious truth. It is the fact of God’s mercy 
and grace. It is the fact that my sin 
has not destroyed me if I am willing to 
turn back to Cod, “with full purpose of 
and endeavor after new obedience.” 


GreensBoro, N. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 21) 


1. The ark was built according to exact 
instructions from God to Moses, while the 
Israelites’ were still in the wilderness jour- 
ney. It was carried by them through those 
forty years, resting in the tabernacle when 
they rested, journeying as they journeyed. 
It was carried over the Jordan before them 
as they entered Canaan and kept in the tab- 
ernacle in its several resting places —in 
Shiloh in Samuel’s time, until it was taken 
into battle by Eli’s sons, captured by the 
Philistines, returned -by them after six 
months, resting in the house of Abinadab, 
at Kiriath-jearim for twenty years, until 
taken thence by David in his first effort to 
take it up to Jerusalem. After God haltéd 
that plan it rested again for three menths in 
the house of Obed-edom, and was finally suc- 
cessfully carried up to the new tent David 
had pitched for it in Jerusalem, where it 
stayed until Solomon placed it in the Tem- 
ple of his building. 

2. David makes repeated references to the 
“place prepared” for this tent, but there is 
no indication of its exact Iccation. The 
threshing-floor of Araunah was not bought, 
by David, until after this time, this becom- 
ing in time the Temple site for all ages to 
come. 

3. It was built of cedar from Lebanon, by 
workmen “lent” to King David by his ally, 
Hiram of Tyre (1 Chron. 14:1). 

4. David’s calling seeming to have been 
that of a soldier—to overcome the nation’s 
enemies. 

5. 1 Chronicles 22 : 6-10. 

6. At the time of his -death all the neigh- 
boring nations had made peace with him, 
and some of them paid tribute.” 

7. Because it contained the great Davidic 
covenant, a most important prophecy. 

8 Much of it was fulfilled in Solomon’s 
reign, but the great prophecy relating to 
Christ and his kingdom awaits his second 
coming. 

9. That David’s seed should build the Tem- 
ple, David’s throne should be established 
forever, and his house should reign forever. 

10. Promises to Abraham, Isaac, and Ja- 
cob, as well as the promise to Eve. 

11. Psalms 16 : 8-10; 110, ° 

12 Psalms: 72; 89; 132; Isaiah 9:6, 73 It? 
10; Jeremiah 23:5, 6; 33:17; Ezekiel 37: 
24; Daniel 2:44; Hosea 3:5;.Micah 5:2, 43 
Zechariah 9: 9. 

13. See 1 Kings 8. x 

14. The material throne of David was de- 
stroyed, thé capital razed, and the remnant 
of Judah carried away captive to Babylon 
(2 Chron. 36: 15-21), but the royal lite was 
preserved until Christ came and in him it 
is established forever. He has been given 
the throne of his father David and some 
day he shall actually reign in person in Jeru- 
salem. 

1s. Luke 1 : 32, 33. 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request, 
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Children at Home 











The Missionary Cooky Jor 
By Marion Hartness . 


HE cookies were made after an 
| American recipe, but the jar was ur- 
mistakably Korean. Korean,. too, was 
Esebang, the cook. In Javender trousers 
puffed out over white padded stockings 
and long white coat reaching to his 
ankles, he stood in the study door, hold- 
ing up the big cooky jar that the mis- 
sionary housekeeper might see that it was 
empty. “Cooky. all gone,” said he. 

“You must bake a fresh suppiy, Ese- 
bang,” said his mistress, looking up from 
her desk. “It- will never do -for this 
house to run short on cookies; They 
are my first aid to hospitality. I couldn't 
keep up my end of the social scheme 
without your good cookies. Make them, 
please, with the: pretty star-shaped cut- 
ter, and put a fat raisin in the center of 
each one. 

“Twenty Bible women of my district 
will be here this morning to plan their 
fall work. They will be tired after the 
long walk in the hot sun over- dusty 
roads. Before the conference begins you 
may serve cookies and tea to us under 
the shade of the persimmon tree.” 

The conference over, the last Bible 
woman had just bade her hostess “Re- 
main in peace,” slipped on her straw 
shoes — politely left on the doorstep. an 
hour before—and disappeared through 
the tall’ compound gate, when the door- 
bell rang. 

Kim Chose, the young pastor of an 
island church fifteen miles away, had 
come to report progress in the building 
of anew church. After crossing the Han 
River in the ferry, he had walked all the 
way to bring the good news that the 
church would be ready for dedication in 
a week. Would the lady come to the 
service and sing for them on that great 
day? Indeed she would! So’ Kim Chosa 
went joyfully on his way, but not until 
he had been refreshed by a plate of de- 
licious cookies and a cup of tea. 

Before he left came Sim No, an elder 
from a little village on the great river. 
Again Esebang brought his offering of 
cookies and tea. Sim No told of the 
distress that the breaking of a great dike 
had brought upon his. people. Men, wo- 
men, and little children had been swept 
away, never to return. Homes were swept 
away and harvests destroyed. Those who 
had escaped the flood were destitute and 
starving. Encouraged and rested, Sim 
No went his way, a bundle of clothing 
and a bag of millet on his back, gifts for 
his poor neighbors, and, best of all, a 
promise of a visit with further relief. 

Six young Korean men came from the 
mission school just over the hill, for 
consultation with the missionary, and, 
seated on the shaded porch, made merry 
over their cookies and tea. 

A woman came for medicine for a sick 
baby and carried away with her some- 
thing better than medicine —a new cour- 
age and a heart warmed by that hour of 
fellowship and loving hospitality. 

So it went on all day long.. It. seemed 
that word must have gone out through all 
the country of Esebang’s fragrant cooky 
jar. : 

Just at dusk came four-year-old Peter, 
son of the outside man. Already his 
toddling feet had learned the way from 
his little mud home at the foot of the hill 
to the missionary home where his father 
worked all day. He made a- charming 
picture, standing,- solemn-eyed, in the 
doorway, in pink trousers and long green 
coat, a bunch of blue violets in one pudgy 
brown hand. He held out the flowers 
to the mistress of the house with a bow 
that brought his little forehead nearly 
to the floor, ~ * 

“Dear little man,” she cried, “did you 
gather the lovely flowers for me? Ese- 
bang, will you bring a cooky for Peter?” 
Esebang appeared with a white star in 
his hand. “This is last cooky,” he said, 
so we can have no more company today. 


“But,” smiling happily, “tomorrow I fill 





deiameivantaneatie- armaced-e shaded 


. in 


osa 
mtil 
de- 


Ider 
ver, 


the 
dike 


vept 


mse nae tee Fe OS 








- September 18. 
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-again the cooky jar. 


Lesson for August 28 
2 Samuel 11 : 1 to 12: 25 


‘ Ceoky jar good 
missionary to my people.” 


Cororapo Sprincs, Cot. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 4. The Use and Abuse of the 
Tongue. Jas. 3 : 1-18 (Consecration 
meeting.) 


September 11. How Should I Spend God’s 
Portion of My Money? Mal. 3 : 8-12; 
2 Cor. 8 : 1-5, 9. 

What's Wrong and What's 
Right: With the Movies? 2 Pet. 2: 1-3; 
Phil. 4: 8. 

September 25. What Would Happen if All 
Church-Members Were Really Christians? 
1 Cor. 13 61-13. 


Sunday, August 28 


Why Is Missionary Work Needed in a 
Christian Country? (isa. 55 : 1-7) 





Mon.—Christians forget God (1 Tim. 6:9, 
10). 

Tues.—Dangers of falling away (Heb. 10: 
26-39). 

Wed.—Country not all Christian (Rev. 3: 
1 


Thurs.—Israel’s need of prophets (x Kings 
18 ; 21, 22). 

Fri.—Even church needs reminding (2 Pet. 
I: 12-21). 

Sat.—‘“‘Feed the flock” (1 Pet. 5 : 1-4). 











Is this a Christian or a part-Christian coun- 
try? Why? 
Why are missions needed in cities? 


What work may our society do in a nearby 
community ? =. 


HE Rev. Aquiia Webb, D.D., said 
recently: “Not long since, in an 
American city, a mother suddenly died 
with no one in the house but two small 


~ children, who were found playing about 


’ Christian land. 


the dead body as unconcerned as if noth- 
ing had happened. But something more 
pitiful and tragic is seen by the Saviour 
when he sees professing Christians com- 
ing in constant daily contact with those 
who are ‘worse than dead’ through sin, 
and neglecting to seek to turn their 
‘hearts to him—nay even content — 


“*To dance, to call, to break 
No canon of the social code, 
The little laws that lackeys make, 
The feeble decalogue of mode: 
How many a soul for these things lives 
With pious passion, grave intent, 
While Heaven, careless handed, gives 
The things that are more excellent.’ ” 


“ 


5 
Is there really a great need for mis- 
sionary work here at home in our Chris- 
tian land? Dr. Howard B. Grose tells 
of a brilliant, young Indian student who 
said to an American fellow passenger, 
bound for India: 


“When I came to England I was a 
Christian as a result of my study in a 
mission school. After five years in Eng- 
land, 1 go back. to India as a Hindu.’ 
This was what came of his residence, 
and study, and contacts in a so-called 
But there is no room 
for Pharisaic self-righteousness. The 
same kind of experience has been the 
lot of many foreign students in our own 
country. A Chinese student says: 

“*Nearly accepted Christianity as I un- 
derstood it when I was in China, but 
changed my mind in the United States.’ 

“Another says: ‘Message of mission- 
aries not practiced in America.’ ” 

we 

In an article entitled “Theists, Not 
Christians,” published in the April 11 is- 
sue of Time, results were given of the 
International Advertising Association’s 
questionnaire, sent to a number of rep- 
resentative colleges in the United -States 
for the purpose of finding out what col- 
lege students believe about religion. 
Dartmouth College was conspicuous as 
the least orthodox. Out of one thousand 
undergraduates who answered the ques- 
tionnaire, eighty-two percent had been 
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reared in religious homes and eighty-five 
percent considered some form of religion 
as a necessary element of life. Yet only 
forty-five percent were active church 
members, and only thirty-three percent 
regularly attended religious services. 
Those who believed in God numbered sev- 
enty-six percent, but only thirty-three per- 
cent believed in the divinity of Christ, and 
twenty-four percent that the Bible was 
inspired. One hundred colleges and uni- 
versities in all were included in the ques- 
tionnaire and some thirty-six thousand 
students made answer, but the replies 
made it clear that, if the students really 
knew what they were. saying, the ma- 
jority were not Christians but Theists. 

This should be. sobering thought to 
those of us who profess to know and 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ, and it should 
be a challenge so to let him live in us 
that there can be no question in the minds 
of others when we speak of him. Let us 
remember the words of Mrs. Mary Mc- 
Caully Samuel, quoted several weeks ago 
in the Young People’s Prayer-Meeting 
column, “People will not have any diff- 
culty in understanding how it is that 
Christ is the Son of God, if we demon- 
strate to them in our own lives his power 
to save from sin, for no mere man can 
have that power, only God’s Son.” 

% 


But not only among those raised in 
Christian environment is there a need for 
missionary work today. Many of our 
communities are peopled with those who 
have come from othér countries and who 
have no privileges of Christian training, 
who have never known what it means to 
have a personal Saviour and Lord. We 
seldom think of the Jews as needing the 
Gospel message, yet they are all about us 
and many Christian workers are finding 
them unusually receptive. Those who 
come from Catholic countries often do 
not know the true Gospel message, but 
are weighted down under the teaching 
that their salvation depends upon works. 
From the South American countries and 
from many of the European countries 
come atheists or agnostics, who have seen 
the terrible results of religious oppres- 
sion and have turned against everything 
that suggests Christianity. 

b 


Why not have a special time of prayer, 
asking God definitely to show your young 
people’s society what missionary work 
he would have you do in your commun- 
ity! 

A number -of young people’s societies 
have been visiting hospitals at least once 
a week. It is often possible to hold a 
brief song service and give a Gospel mes- 
sage, and frequently there is opportunity 
to distribute Gospels and Scripture por- 
tions. 

One young people’s society began a 
Sunday-school among the foreign ele- 
ment in their community for whom no 
provision was being made. As a result 
a thriving church grew up for those needy 
families. i 


Why not have your prayer-meeting 
committee enlist as many as possible from 
your membership who will be willing to 
do personal work among those with 
whom they work or go to school, or meet 
as they ride back and forth on the train 
and trolley, or who will be willing at 
least to carry Gospels or sound tracts to 
hand out as opportunity offers? Dr. J. E. 
Conant’s book, ““Every-Member Evan- 
gelism” (The Sunday School Times Co., 
Philadelphia, $1.50, postage 12 cents) 
will give you invaluable ie in organ- 
izing such personal work. Five or ten 
minutes of the prayer-meeting each week 
might be devoted to the reports of those 
who are doing personal work. It will 
stimulate interest, and will encourage 
others ever to be, ready to speak a word 
for the One who has done so much for 
them. ra 


Is my Christian life responsible for the dis- 
couragement or unbelief of any who might 
otherwise accept Christ? 

What am I doing to help others become 
Christians? 

Am I willing to let God show me what he 
wants me to do? 


PHILADELPHIA. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
im these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: Will you please give 
me some of your advice that you give other 
girls? I, am leader of a young women’s 
Bible class and have held that position for 
two years. I teach my class the Second 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and that I 
believe he is coming soon. Our pastor does 
not believe this; he says he is not con- 
cerned about what time Jesus comes at all, 
and he isn’t sure just what view is right, 
“pre’”” or “post.”” Now what am I to do? I 
believe I must teach my class that Jesus is 
coming and coming soon. Most of our con- 
gregation don’t believe as I do, but I be- 
lieve he is coming, and I believe that if I 
teach it, it will prove an incentive to holy 
living. Now I am afraid that if I teach 
this, and the minister doesn’t, my influence 
with my class will be lowered, as they will 
think I am in the wrong. Our pastor as 
good as told me that I shouldn’t teach it. I 
just feel so bad about it, Mother Ruth, and 
I felt that you might be able to help me. 
What shall I do about it? Leave and teach. 
somewhere else or stick by my class believ- 
ing that God will honor me in this stand 
I take for him?—R. R. ‘ 


Y DEAR “R. R.”: When a mis- 

sionary goes into a field what does 
she teach? The matter that she thinks 
will please the people she hopes to win, 
or does she stick to the purpose for 
which she was called? Why do you 
teach? For the approval of the pastor or 
to do the work of God, as he reveals 
it to you? How do you know but 
that you are to be the one who will bring 
about a new thinking with your pastor? 
Do not withhold the truth, no matter 
where: you are. 

But, my dear friend, do it all in the 
spirit of love. Do not get “touchy” when 
you are criticized for your acceptance 
of the Word of God. It is not your opin- 
ion, it is the truth as God gives it to 
you, and it is yours to spread wherever 
you can. But do it sweetly and with 
sincerity of heart, that all wlio hear will 
be ready to accept the truth, as from 
the Word and not as your opinion. Al- 
ways be ready to give the Word to back 
everything you give out, and do not let 
it come as from one who has made a 
great discovery, but as from one who 
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has read the Word and believes it as 
the Word of God. 

It is a glorious thing to give this mes- 
sage, but so many of its believers lose 
their effectiveness in giving the message 
of the Second Coming just by their at- 
titude of “I know it all.” You know 
the Bible says in 2 Peter 1:20 “that no 
prophecy of the scripture is of any pri- 
vate interpretation.” nd then again in 
2 Corinthians 3:6, we read: “Who also 
hath made us able ministers of the new 
testament; not of the letter, but of the 
spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit 
giveth life.” Let us be sure that all 
we give out shall be given out in the 
Spirit, and not of our own minds, and 
then we can leave the results with the 
Lord. 

It would be easy to teach and live 
Christ if there were no objections of any 
kind to be met, but we are here to shine 
where it is dark, and’ where our light 
is needed. Be glad you know the truth, 
and give it out with a happiness and joy 
that shall be contagious to every hearer. 
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Immediate Needs at Keswick 


O YOU know that Victory Hall at 

America’s Keswick, containing fifty- 
four bedrooms, was made possible largely 
through $1, $2, and $5 gifts, principally 
from readers of The Sunday School 
Times? Those who faithfully gave what 
they could are today sharing in a very real 
way in the ministry of that building: to 
hundreds of lives. 

Conference after conference has seen 
Victory Hall, which accommodates nearly 
150 people, filled with those who have 
been receiving, probably, the greatest 
blessing of their lives in finding the life 
that is Christ. 

Those who- have followed the reports 
of Victorious. Life Conferences at Kes- 
wick, as they have appeared from time 
to time, will have some idea of what God 
is doing through Keswick in these days. 
Miracles have been wrought in the lives 
of hundreds of defeated and discouraged 
Christians, many ministers and mission- 
aries have found liberty and a new joy 
in preaching a living Gospel, and scores 
of young people (some now on the for- 
eign field) have presented their lives to 
the Lord for service wherever he would 
lead. These blessed results could not 
have been accomplished without the build- 
ings to accommodate the people. 

Victory Hall is not yet complete. A 
number of important comforts and con- 
veniences have had to be left unprovided 
until sufficient funds make it possible 
to add them. 

One of the most important and imme- 
diate needs is that of new beds to replace 
those purchased from the Government at 
very low cost to meet the emergency sev- 
eral years ago. New beds would add 
much to the comfort of those who at- 
tend the conferences. Special prices of 
$10 and $12 each have been quoted by a 
large concern interested in Keswick. Al- 
ready some seventy new beds have been 
provided for, but about one hundred 
more are urgently needed. Will you 
prayerfully consider whether God would 
have you make an investment in this 
way, where the return in blessing is cer- 
tain and large? : 

Gifts should be sent to B. F. Culp, 
Treasurer, 80-82 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Calendar of Conferences 


Summer Season, 1927, Keswick, N. J. 
Aug. 6-14.—Victorious Life Conference. 
Aug. 20-28.— - a ” 

Sept. 2-5— “ “ “ 


Meals and room for each of the above con- 
ference periods, except for the September 
week-end, $16. Registration fee, $3.50 addi- 
tional. 


All applications for accommodations should 
be sent to the Victorious Life Testimony, %- 
82 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Reservations cannot be made 
unless application is accompanied by regis- 
tration fee. . 
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Tues.—Jeremiah 18 : 5-12, 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Labor Day Suggestion 


T GROWS out of what was actually 
accomplished on last Memorial Day 
(May 30) by a Chicago suburban church 
the First Congregational Church of 
icero, Ill., of which the Rev. W. R. Mc- 
Carrell is pastor). Under the direction 
of the Fishermen’s Ciub of this church, 
the membership was enlisted as far as 
possible, was carefully -but . eae 
supplied with Gospel tracts, and was ‘then 
Sent in squads to numerous cemeteries 
and other public gathering places. . Not 
only were open air meetings held; but 
by actual count over 50,000 tracts were 
carefully distributed. 
This church is one of the city’s most 
zealous evangelizing agencies. If-‘ore- 
fourth of the one thousand Protestant 
churches of Chicago’s “metropolitan area” 
would do as well, the whole city could be 
evangelized within ninety days. Or if one- 
fourth .of America’s one hundred thou- 
sand Protestant churches would do even 
half as well, the entire nation could be 
quickly brought under Gospel influences. 
Memorial Day was indeed a memorable 
day to that Cicero church. Why not pred 
Labor Day a memorable “labor da 
your church, in behalf of souls an of 
the kingdom? 


August 22 to 28 


Mon.—2 Samuel 12 : 1-10, 13. 
Nathan Leads. David to Repefitance. 


What wisdom in Nathan’s apt’ illus- 
tration and in his approach to David! 
Nothing finer could be imagined, e¥en in 
our day. And yet men talk of evolittion! 
All our boasted modern “civilization and 
enlightenment” would be darkness: itself 
were is not for the one source of: light, 
the Word of God. Nathan reminds us, 
too, of James 5:19, 20. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us not be 
deceived. The revival that is from 
Heaven will purge the church of its 
blasphemous Modernism, its compromis- 
ing attitude toward the world, its unholy 
secret society alliances, its apparently in- 
satiable thirst for the Devil’s pleasures, 
its spiritual fornications and adulteries. 
Let our heads become waters, and our 
eyes fountains of tears! 


The Fruit of the ‘Heart. 


God’s dealing with nations and with -in- 
dividuals is not widely different,..as a 
comparison of verses 7 to 10 with verse 
1r plainly reveals; but since nations are 
composed of individuals, national repent- 
ance must begin with individual ‘repent- 
ance, and if it is sufficiently extensive God 
will spare the nation. Sodom and Nine- 
veh are contrasting examples. 


PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for 
Wheaton College (Wheaton, IIil.), Uwhich 
opens for the fall semester in just three 
weeks. Under President James Oliver 
Buswell, Jr., this great Christian institu- 
tion és ‘making notable strides forward. 
Pray that the year ahead may be the best 
in its history. Pray for all educeptone! 
instttutions, 


Wed.—Isaiah 55 : 6-13. Penitence and \Pardon. 


This passage (as well as others re- 
cently noted) seems to be a ~favorite 
with the [International Committee; and 
rightly so, for we all “like sheep’ have 
gone astray,” and how we love those 
words, “abundantly pardon”: (v-.7) ; and 
likewise Jesus’ “more abundantly” (John 
10:10); and Paul’s “exceeding abun- 
dantly” (Eph. 3:20). Gods superlatives 
are never exaggerations. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray for the 
Moody Bible Institute (Chicago), the 
National Bible Institute of New York 
City, the Philadelphia School of the Bible, 
the. Bible Institute of Los Angeles, and 
each of the thirty or more. other. Bible 
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and addresses of which are published 
from time to time in this paper. 


Thurs.—Luke 18 : 1-14. 

ny and Forgiveness. 
Two men “went up,” but only one 
“went down’; and the one who went 
down “went up” in God’s sight. In the 
end the Pharisee “went down,” “for 
eyery one that exalteth himself shall be 
abased”; and the publican “went up,” “for 
he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.”” Long public pray-ers do not al- 
ways get the farthest with God. 
Prayer Svuccestions: Pray b 
for every mission to the Jews of which 
you know; likewise every mission to the 
lepers; to ‘the mountain whites; to the In- 
dians; to miners, lumbermen, seamen, 
soldiers’ camps, and to the spiritually sub- 
merged or neglected everywhere, at home 
and abroad. 


Fri—Psalm 32 : 1-11. : 

The Blessedness of Being Forgiven. 
If your Sunday School Times of July 
a3rd is at hand, note how well the Intro- 
duction in that issue fits in with verses 1 
and 2 of today’s reading. For an ex- 
cellent comment on “covered” (v, 1), see 
Scofield’s note on Leviticus 16:6 (Sco- 
field Reference Bible). Sin confessed 
and put away is sin forgiven and cavered. 
Covered by man means uncovered by God. 
Covered, uncovered; or uncovered, cov- 
ered; which in_your case? 

Praver Succestions: Pray for every 
self-deceived, every defeated, every trou- 
bled sow, everywhere. Pray for all God's 
physically or temporally afflicted children. 
Says Evangelist W. E. Bicderwolf: “He 
who does not pray when the sun shines 
does not know How to pray when the 
clouds arise.’ 

Sat.—Isaiah 12:1-6. The Joy of Salvation. 


There are five “joys,” or the joy of 
five “s’s,” that belong to the Christian: 
neat *G) of salvation (v. 3); (2) of 
surrender (Rom. 6, esp. vs. 16, 17); (3) 
of separation (2 Cor. 6 and Zs (4) of 
soul-winning (1 Thess. 2:10, 20); (5) 
of “sacrifice and service” (Phil. 2:17, 
18). How many of these are yours? 

Prayer SuGcEsTions: A correspond- 
ent writes: “Please ask prayer for min- 
isters’ wives, some of whom are great 
helpers and others great hinderers; but 
they all have their peculiar trials and 
cares, and need prayer as much as their 
husbands.” Many other suggestions are 
sent to this department. Remember the 
on om iypics requests, as well as those pub- 
lishe 


Sun.—Psalm 103 : 8-14. God’s Loving-Kindness, 
See Scofield’s note on verse 12. How 


matter how high your conception reaches, 
“so great is his mercy,” toward whom? 
(v. 11.) And no matter how far 4 
conception of the east from the west, 
far” hath he removed your sins. Yea, 2 
the cross they were w«tterly removed. 
Hallelujah! 

Prayer Succestions: The Rev. R. V. 
Bingham, Director of the Sudan Interior 
Mission, tells of a little A frican boy who, 
after his conversion, brought in over four 


(Lesson for August 28) AUGUST 13, 19 


high is heaven above the earth? No} 


hundred others to an African Sunda 
school, a few at a time. How many a: 
you bringing in? Is this why your school 
is prospering? (or languishing?) Let ul 
pray. 
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